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The word vomit is from the Latin vomo, which means to eject 
the contents of the stomach. Nausea is an almost invariable ac- 
companiment of the act of vomiting. By nausea is meant sick 
stomach. It is derived from the Greek word zaus, a ship, having 
reference to sea sickness, so common to those who for the first 


time go to sea. 


Vomiting is a compound act, by which I mean thata number of 


agencies contribute to it. The diaphragm and abdominal muscles 
are the principal forces brought into action. It is always preceded 
by a deep inspiration, the glottis is closed, the cardiac sphincter 


is relaxed, the pylorus is closed, the peristalsis is reversed, the 


stomach contracts, co operating with the action of the abdominal 
muscles, and so the contents are forcibly ejected, accompanied, 
and usually preceded, ty a profuse watery secretion from the sali- 
vary and buccal glands. 

Vomiting is a physiological act, a process by which the econo- 
iny seeks to empty the stomach of offending matters. 

There is a nerve centre which presides over the act of vomiting. 
This centre has beén located in the medulla oblongata, and the sen. 
sory or afferrent nerves which convey the impression to the verve 

‘ centre are the pneumogastric the fifth, and the glosso- pharyngeal, 








. SOUTHERN MEDICAL REcorp. 


the influence being reflected through, efferrent nerves upon the 
stomach and the muscles concerned in the act. The sensory nerves 
from the uterus, from the kidneys, the testicles and from other 
organs may impress the nerve centre and produce vomiting. The 
centre may also be impressed by influences from the cerebrum 
and cerebellum, as where disgusting sights, or thoughts of nause- 
ous medicines excite it. : 

The efferrent, or outgoing impressions, are conveyed to the 
stomach and adjacent parts by the phrenic and the spinal nerves. 

Vomiting is comparatively easy in children, especially in infants, 
because of the undeveloped condition of the cul-de-sac at the car- 
diac orifice, and also by reason of the smallness of the fundus or 
jarger curvature of the organ. 

In any case which is due to a’simple local irritation, as from an 
emetic or some offensive drug or foreign matter taken into the 
stomach, the vomiting usually ceases when the irritating cause is 
ejected. Frequently, however, especially in malarious regions, 
the presence of bile leads to a persistent and distressing vomiting. 
Fresh bile from the liver, when from torpor. congestion, constipa- 
tion or other trouble in the duodenum, it finds its way into the 
stomach, is an exceedingly nauseating and active emetic. 

E-metics may be classed as of two kinds, docal and general. Ip- 
icac probably acts as a local irritant to the mucous membrane of 
the stomach. There are certain agents which act as chemical irri- 
tants, as do the sulphate of zinc, sulph. copper, alum, etc. Mus- 
tard acts probably by its local irritating effect upon the gastric 
mucous membrane. As an example of the power of mere local 
influence without chemical agency, I mention the fact that the 
application ofa feather, or other foreign substance to the fauces 
invariably excites the nerve centre of vomiting. 

Vomiting may result from many influences, and many diseased 
conditions, even in organs remote from the stomach. We often 
see it in diseases of the kidneys, testicles, the bladder, the womb; 
in constipation, obstruction of the bowels, stone in the gall-duct and 
ureter, in cholera, cholera infantum, from violent blows or concus- 
sions of the head, etc. 

General emetics are those which affect the nerve centre of vomi- 
ting through absorption into the circulation. An instance of this 
property is found in apomorphia, one-fourth of a grain of which 
injected hypodermatically will cause prompt and efficient emesis, 
It is an important agent to produce vomiting in cases of opium 
poisoning, or in other conditions in which the patient can not 
swallow. 
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But my purpose to-day is not so much to describe the causes, or 
the varied and intricate reflex influences which may contribute to 
‘ the act of vomiting, as to give you some practical hints touching 
the treatment of vomiting in those cases which, from any cause» 

the nerve centre may become morbidly excited so that the vomit- 
ing continues to a degree which is excessive and sometimes un- 
controllable. 
In all cases where vomiting becomes troublesome, it is well first 
. ‘to ascertain, if possible, the cause of the trouble. If there is any 
reason to believe that all offending matters have not been ejected 
| from the stomach, it will be well to give the patient tepid water 
| to encourage the vomiting for a time until satisfied that the stom- 
-ach is cleared of its contents. Then as a rule let a sinapism be 
applied to the epigastric region, and let the patient have small 
lumps of ice frequently administed, to dissolve in his mouth, the 
<ool ice water being swallowed. After the sinapism is removed, 
apply a cloth wet with mint water, or make an application of gar- 
«len mint bruised to the epigastrium. The ice treatment is partic- 
1 ularly applicable in gastric inflammation, in which case a_ blister 
1 may follow the sinapism instead of the mint as above mentioned. 
Few remedies internally will avail to allay the vomiting in ob- 
-stinate cases. Yet I will mention those which have been found 
most available. 


pan eh te 


pe ager 


es Come, ie, Sink. i cdce sinks one gtt. xvi, 
ak. ae nt ee nee eee a 3 ij. 


M. S.—One teaspoonful every half hour. 


The following, known as the Randolph mixture, is strongly rec- 


ommended: 
it in na PEER EE TET e peneeks (udes hese gtt. 20, 
i PE DO aise Kane ee snes ks ha Ciba aedaee gtt. 40, 
if SSOP ERE Te LeE TT E eee grs. 2, 
T WN ik rk ce oe sce es pass Hou Seee sae 8:3. 


M. S-—A teaspoonful every half hour for two or three doses. 





‘Or the following: 


Rm, -Corbolie a0id.. . 5. 62 s0sisne i huss aendh’ akon gtt. 1, 
i ONO i ict wid eivnd cc onhhs ewhscecbaene ett. 2, 
} Pg SO Tae Ee DEE Pe rary Ds gtt. 20, 
| ot ROMER cin 3 boscas sissies ght: Kiama nea Meni opr t 
] S M. S.—In one dose, to be repeated in half hour if need be. This 


as especially useful in cholera morbus. 
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‘Another well adapted to cholera infantum is: 


eh PEEP ee PLETE rer Te gtt. 24, 
8 HOIST iene Rama U El Ser) ee an POT, gtt. 24, 
Mint water....... 25 Ae REUSE Rat IPO SARL OO a 3 14, 
Mucil. accaciz, syrup popies............. aa gtt. 15 


M. S.—Give a teaspoonful every two hours. Apply at the 
same time upon the stomach of the child a plaster or poultice con- 
taining cloves, spice, ess. peppermint and ginger. 


" It is well in such cases also to give jth or {th gr. calomel upon 
the tongue for a few doses, and wash down with a little ice water. 


Ot late, in che northern cities, in cases of cholera infantum, re- 
peated small doses of ice water; with no other medicine, has been 
used with good results in many instances. 

In the cholera morbus of adults, no remedy has given such good 
result as hypodermic morphia. Often I have relieved the most 
violent cases with a simple injection of }th grain of morphine. 
And I have also found the same remedy very efficient in the vom- 
iting of sick headache, and other forms of violent and persistent 
vomiting. Indeed, I regard it as the sheet anchor in almost every 
phase of vomiting. In the milder cases I usually first try some one 
of the foregoing agents, and failing with them, I resort to the hypo- 
dermic morphia. In most cases I apply a sinapism to epigastric 
region before administering the morphia. 

In the vomiting from pregnancy, I have been accustomed to use 
an opiate by enema in conjunction with bromide of potash as fol- 


lows : 


ee re eT ee ere reer y gtt. 30, 
EIR Of erent a ee ee Tee ik 
Inject into the rectum in 2 ounces of warm water. 


This remedy is usually followed by releif for a day or night, and 
may be repeated from time to time, but must be suspended every 
two or three days to open the bowels. In some cases the bromide 
used alone without the opium has given relief; and may be con- 
tinued for a long while without injury. 

The oxalate of cerium 1 to 5 grains three times a day, is a favor- 
ite remedy with some practitioners, and occasionally gives relief. 
A recent writer urges the .use of larger doses of the oxalate of 
cerium as being safe and more efficient, 8 to 10 grains every one to 


three hours. 
When such cases are extremely bad and persistent they may be 
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often relieved by cauterizing the os uteri, or as has been asserted 
by some practitioners, by slightly dilating the os uteri with the 
finger, as the vomiting in such cases is due to a reflex influence, 
having its origin in the womb. The dilatation should be made by the 
index finger introduced within the neck, but not beyond the 
internal sphincter. 

Dujarden-Beaumetz claims to have relieved the most obstinate 
cases of vomiting in pregnancy with the following prescription: 


R Cocaine hydrochloratis........ euch ihn hea ors grs. Vij, 
EE os! Bini Cais caine wee Ga beeen 3% 


M. S.—Dose one to two tablespoonsful every hour. The patient 
should lie down to prevent vertigo. 


Recently irrigations of sulphuric. ether to the epigastrium have 
been recommended as a superior remedy in extreme cases of vom- 
iting, whether trom pregnancy or other causes. 

A medical friend informs me of remarkable success in the treat- 


. ment of an extremely obstinate case of vomiting of pregnancy by 


injecting into the rectum a teaspoonful of bromidia diluted with a 
tablespoonful of water. This preparation contains chloral, bro- 
mide of potass., extract cannabis indica and hyoscyamus. 

In many cases of extreme vomiting, whether from pregnancy 
or other causes, relief has sometimes followed the use of iced cham- 
pagne, and effervescing drinks, and the froth from soda powders, 
etc. 

Recently the nitrate of potas. 4th grain oft repeated, has been 
suggested as a superior anti-emetic, also the acetate “ lead 4 to 1 
gr. every halfthour for a few doses. 

The Homeopathists place great stress upon small duses of cer- 
tain nauseants, as 1 drop of the tinc. ipecac every fifteen or 
twenty minates, or the 5oth of a grain tartar emetic used in the 
same way. 

I have found better results from tincture nux vomica in one 
drop doses oft repeated in that class of cases resulting from the 
after effects of opium or other drugs, from excesses in diet, drink 
or like causes. Here there exists a relaxed and enfeebled con- 
dition of the stomach, a want of tone, which may be sometimes 
benefitted by the invigorating effects of nux upon the nerve cen- 
tre of vomiting, or it may act upon the peripheral terminations of 
the sensory nerves in the stomach, upon which also a good im- 
pression may sometimes result from the alterative influence of 
minute doses of ipecac and like agents. 
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I have seen, in some cases, a sudden cessation of a long con- 
tinued vomiting spell from drinking a full cup of very hot coffee, 
or full glass of cold buttermilk. 

I have thus glanced briefly at the more important practical! 
agents which have been found useful in excessive and obstinate: 
vomiting, a condition which, as young practitioners of medicine,. 
you will find among the most troublesome and embarrassing 1m 
your professional life. 


A CASE OF SHOULDER PRESENTATION. 


By J.C. Beaucuamp, M. D., or Ga. 





On January 30th, about 9 o’clock p. m., I was called to see x 
colored woman. She was 44 years old, weighed about two hun- 
dred pounds, and was the mother of fourteen children. 


Found Mrs. W. present, one of those knowing midwives that are 


to be found in every community. From her I learned the negro. 
woman had been in labor since 12 o’clock m. of the 29th. Upon 
examination I found a right shoulder presentation, with the hand. 
and arm and six or eight inches of the umbilical cord protruding 
from the vulva. Pulsation had already ceased in the cord. I coti- 
cluded to try to turn the child. I had read the modus operandi 
so often in the hooks, and heard it from lecturers, until I supposed. 
it to be a very simple operation, very easy to be done. The waters 
had been discharged for 30 hours, the womb had contracted with 
powerful force, pressing the shoulder down in the peloic cavity, 
the os being clinched around the armpit like a vise. 

After two hours of taithful effort to introduce the hand I failed; 
I then took off the arm at the shoulder joint, gave $4 grain mor- 
phine and made another attempt to turn. This time I finally man-. 
aged to carry the hand into the womb, but the contractions were 
of such power that my hand would become paralyzed, and they 
were of such frequency, in fact almost continuous, that I did not 
recover muscular action sufficient to get the feet. 

Being very much fatigued I sent for Dr. O., a neighboring prac-. 
titioner, who reached the scene of operations about 7 o’clock a. m.. 
on the 31st. Upon consultation we decided to put the patient 
under the influence of chloroform and make another attempt at 
version. This we did, but, the anesthetic seemed to have no in- 


flueuce over the contractions and we failed to bring down the feet . 


from the fact that the hand would become so, deadened as to be- 
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perfectly useless. Dr. O suggested that we give a teaspoonful of 
tinct. opii and wait awhile for results, as he had read somewhere 
of spontaneous evolution under such circumstances. I accepted the 
suggestion and we gave 1 drachm tinct. opii at 9 o’clock a. m. 
Waited until 2 o’clock p m. and no change, we then gave her 
chloroform, and made another attempt at turning, but the hand 
would become so paralyzed that we could not reach the feet. At 
34 o'clock p. m. we gave her another teaspoonful of laudanum. 

Saw her again at g o'clock p. m. in company with Dr. O. Ex- 
amination did not show any change. We then gave her another 
teaspoonful tint. opii, ordered it repeated every five hours and 
went home. 

I returned to see her at 9 a. m., February rst. Dr. ©. did not 
return. Found pulse rapid and weak, woman delirious at times, 
pains had about ceased, still I could not reach the feet; while there 
was no pain, still the womb was firmly contracted on the child. I 
saw that she was going to die, and that very soon, if something 
was not done. 

I decided to perform evisceration, this I did witha blunt pointed 
bistoury, cutting the ribs in the right axillary region, removing 
the contents of the thorax, cutting back bone about the union of 
the dorsal and lumbar vertebra, making traction by hooking my fin- 
ger in walls of chest; the lower extremities were first delivered 
and then the head and chest about 10:30 a.m. This woman was 
in hard labor for 72 hours after I had seen her, and the midwife 
said she had been in labor 20 hours before I was called in. Your 
readers may say there is nothing in this case worth reporting, this 
is perhaps true, but at the same time it is a true statement, and it 
records a failure in performing an operation which is claimed to 
be simple. The remarkable thing about it is the woman got well 


THE MODERN TREATMENT OF NEURALGIA, 


By Laypon Carter Gray, M. D., 


Professor of Mental and Nervous Diseases in the New York Polyclinic. 


The modern studv of nervous diseases has modified many of 
the old ideas about the nature of neuralgia, and added many new 
details of great value in the treatment. For example, the time- 
honored saying that “ neuralgia is the outcry of an impoverished 
blood,” expressed only the incomplete knowledge of the older 
physicians of a time when the vaseular system was held to be the 
cause of all abnormal phenomena of the human body, and gives 
emphasis to what the later developments of science have shown 
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to be only one of the many causes of neuralgia, and that, too, a 
very subsidiary one. 

Before considering more immediately the subject of my paper, 
I desire to lay great emphasis upon the fact that distinction should 
always be made between neuralgia and neuritis. I scarcely need 
to remind your learned body that a peripheral nerve is made up 
of the axis-cylinder, a continuous nitrogenized body running from 
the central nervous organs to the sensory structures of the peri- 
phery; o! a fatty sheath surrounding the axis-cylinder, and known 
as the medullary sheath; and, finally, of a delicate, transparent, 
connective-tissue sheath, enveloping both medullary layer and axis- 
cylinder like a glove, and designated as the sheath of Schwann. 
A neuritis; or inflammation of this peripheral nerve in these three 
structures—axis-cylinder, medullary layer, sheath of Schwann— 
causes structural changes which are visible under the microscope. 
These changes are manifold. and differ in degree according to the 
severity of the inflammation. In the lighter forms of neuritis the 
delicate connective-tissue sheath may alone be involved, so that 
its structure becomes somewhat thickened, and it loses its trans- 
lucent appearance, becoming more and more opaque; the little 
cellular bodies, the nuclei, increase in number and size, and take 
up a greater quantity of the coloring matter which may be used, 
such as carmine or hematoxylin, whereas in health they are very 
sparse and not easily colorable. In the types of neuritis that are 
somewhat more severe the fatty layer surrounding the axis-cylinder, 
the medullary layer. becomes implicated, and breaks up more or 
Jess into its constituent fat, so that it loses its even and continuous 
appearance, or is dissolved into irregular fatty chunks, or even 
into actual fat globules. Finally, in the most severe types, the 
axis-cylinder becomes a'tered in shape, or becomes partially or 
entirely disintegrated. The clinical symptoms indicative of these 
molecular changes, which are known by the name of neuritis, are: 

Pain which is steadily fixed in the distribution of the particular 
merve affected. 

In the severer forms. a swe'ling of the region to. which the 
affected nerves are distributed, the swelling being accompanied by 
a glossy and hot skin. 

Often by actual motor paralysis of the muscles to which the 
affected nerve is distributed. 

Neuralgia on the other hand, is a functional affection, which is 
unacc mpanied by any sign of moleclular alteration discoverable 
in the nerve affected; and the clinical symptom which denotes this 
functional affection is pain alone, which may be mainly located in 
one nerve, but which almost invariably jumps at intervals from 
this nerve to others in the neighborhood, or to symmetrical ones 
upon the opposite side of the body. 

It may happen of course, that a long continued neuralgia may 
lead to neuritis; or it may happen on the other hand, that a neuri- 
tis of the sub-acute or chronic type may begin with symptoms of 
a neuralgic character. But the differentiation can easily be made 
as the disease progresses. . th 
Although our knowledge of the causation of neuralgia still 
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lacks precision, we are yet cognizant of a number of etiological 
factors for whose possible existence in any given case we should 
carefully examine. We should always search for a history of ma- 
laria, and not only for a history of actually existing malaria, but 
for a history of preceding malaria. If an individual lives in a 
malarious district, and has distinct malarial attacks, with typi- 
cal chill, fever and sweating, we are not likely to be-thrown 
off our guard. But it should also be borne in mind. as is not gen- 
erally known, that an individual may have been subject to malaria 
in the past, not have any rise in the temperature or chill or sweat- 
ing in the present, and yet have a distinct periodical neuralgia 
left as a relic of the precedent malarial condition. For in- 
stance, many such cases of neuralgia will come on at regular 
periods, which are just exact in-their arrival as were the full- 
fledged malarial attacks precedent to them, often in the distant 
past. All the treatment in the world addressed to this form of 
ueuralgia between these periodical periods is worse than useless, 
inasmuch as it often aggravates the suffering; and yet they can 
usually be promptly cured when medicine is directed to them at 
the proper time. Then, too, the condition known as lithaia is 
often the cause of neuralgia—z. e., a condition in which the tongue 
is coated, the bowels are somewhat constipated, the patient com- 
plains of vertigo, various tingling, furry and abnormal sensations 
in the extremities. Lithemia is a very {frequent sequel of pro- 
longed malarial infection, is often seen in malarial districts even 
when no distinct symptoms of malaria are present, and is a fre- 
quent phenomenon in individuals who are personally or heredi- 
tarily of gouty or rheumatic tendencies. Atmospheric variations, 
which are so frequent in this American country of ours, consti- 
tute another fertile source of neuralgia. Uncorrected errors of 
ocular refraction occasionally set up neuralgia, such as astigmat- 
ism, hypermetropia, and myopia; although these causes are not 
nearly so frequent as certain of our writers would make them out 
to be. ‘ 

In any given case, therefore, careful regard should be had to the 
distinction between neuralgia and neuritis, to a possible malarial 
infection, to a possible post malarial periodicity, to a possible li- 
themia, to a possible exposure to great atmospheric variations, to 
possible errors of ocular refraction. 

If malaria be present, it should be broken up vigorously by 
means.of the usual treatment upon which I need not dwell, and 
in most cases the neuralgia will then disappear. If there be a 
post-malarial periodicity, the treatment should be addressed to the 
periodical attacks alone. Some six to twelve hours before the 
attack is expected, quinine sulph., gr. v-xx—or even xxx should 
be given conjoined with morphiz acetatis, gr. 4-1-6, which latter 
should be given hypodermically, if that be possible. If the indi- 
vidual be strong and robust, the breaking up of the periodicity 
will usually cure the neuralgia, and no further treatment will be 
needed. If the individual be not robust, it may be necessary to 
follow the treatment, after the periodicity has been broken up, by 
means of drugs which have been found useful in p st-malarial 
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sequele. The best of these are arsenic, best given in Fow er’s so- 
of the muriate, gtt. xx-xxx, three times a day. 

If lithemia be present, the patient should be put upon a mineral! 
acid and laxatives. The best acid for this purpose is the dilute- 
nitro-muriatic, of which 20 drops should be given three times 
daily, before meals, in a wineglass of water, and this continued 
for two or three weeks. Laxatives should be-used gently, so as to- 
cause easy and somewhat liquid movements, but never to purge 
or to act with watery transudation. If the lithemia be post-ma- 
larial, calomel, 1 to 2 grains, given at bed time, and followed in 
the mo:ning, if necessary, with a small dose of a saline, may often 
be used with great benefit, provided that the patient be strong 
and hearty, butfit should alwavs be borne in mind that calomel may 
act very unfavorably upon the neuralgia if the patient be weak or 
debilitated. In any event, the calomel should not be used more than 
once, or at long intervals. Usually the best preparation, if I may 
judge from a considerable experience, is the fluid extract of cascara 
sagrada. The great value of this drug is. that it can be in- 
creased or diminished, according to the idiosyncracy of the pa- 
tient, with absolute impunity, so that one patient may get all the 
desired effects from 10 drops once daily, whilst another may have 
to take one ounce three times daily for the same purpose. My 
rule is to commence with one-drachm doses three times a day, tell- 
ing the patient that I want him only to have one or two easy 
liquid stools in the course of the day, and then let them regulate 
the dose for themselves. After this laxative and mineral acid 
treatment has continued for ten days or two weeks, it nay be 
stopped, and a bitter tonic should be given in place of the acid, 
and the laxative should only be used accordingly as necessity may 
arise. 

If the neuralgia has been plainly caused by some great atmos~ 
pheric variation, or by a series of them, the patient should, if pos- 
sible, be removed to a more equable climate, when it is seen that 
other treatment has failed. 

The errors of refraction should be carefully corrected by means 
of glasses that should be adapted to the needs of the patient by 
some competent oculist, and not by the harum-scarum methods of 
the ordinary shop-keeping optician. 

The neuralgia will cease in a certain proportion of cases upon 
the removal of the above causative factors. Should it not do so, 
however—and the neuralgic habit often keeps up after a perfectly 
adequate cause for it has been removed—or should it appear 
without any of these above-mentioned causes, our treatment must 
be directed to the malady itself, and then it is that we must make 
distinction between neuralgia of the tregiminus, of the sciatic, and 
of the nerves of the trunk and extremities, as each has peculiari- 
ties of its own. 

In trigeminal neuralgia, defective teeth should always be looked’ 
for and carefully attended to; and in this form electricity seems to. 
be of little or no use. 

In sciatic neuralgia, the patient should be put absolutely to bed 
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for a week or two at the commencement of the treatment, for we 
are dealing with a long and large nerve which is irritated by every 
movement of the extremity, and here we must carefully search, 
by a rectal examination, for a possible intra-pelvic tumor. 

If these clinical differences be borne in mind, the treatment of 
these different forms may be the same. It may be laid down as 
an axiom that pain should be promptly checked until we have had 
time to directly treat the disease. In every case the affected nerve 
should be placed absolutely at rest. If the lower extremity or the 
trunk be affected, the patient should be put into bed and made to. 
quietly stay there. It is utterly impossible to otherwise keep a leg 
or the abdominal muscles at rest. If an upper extremity be 
affected, it should be carried in a sling, and not used. The most 
effective drugs for the prompt relief of pain are antipyrin, antife- 
brin and the alkaloids of opium. In a large proportion of cases. 
antipyrin and antifebrin will do all that morphia cando. Antipyrin 
shouid be given §5-grain doses every hour until the pain is relieved, 
or a maximum dosage of 40 grains has been attained in twenty- 
four hours; but in using this drug, the heart should always be 
carefully examined, so as to avoid administering it in organic val- 
vular lesions, and it should also be borne in mind that it is very 
depressing in its action in many cases. For this latter reason anti- 
febrin has of late come into use, because it does not depress; yet, 
I am sorry to say, antifebrin has not anything like the pain-reliev- 
ing properties of antipyrin, although it is well to make trial of it 
in any case where antipyrin is coutra-indicated. The antipyrin 
may be given in simple solution in water, and the antifebrin may 
be given either in piil or suspended in some mucilaginous mixture. 
Should neither antipyrin or antifebrin completely or promptly 
check the pain, resort must be had to morphia, unless the character 
of the patient is such that the morphine habit is to be feared, and 
even then it may often be given in such a shape that the patient 
is not aware of what is being taken. The form of morphia to be 
used will vary accordingly as the neuralgia is of the trigeminus, 
of the extremities, or of the abdomen. For abdominal neuralgia 
a combination of the sulphate of morphia with atropia is the best 
form, such as is combined in the hypodermic tablets put up by 
many houses and containing morphia sulph.. gr. $; and atropia, 
gr. 1-200. For the neuralgia of the extremities and the trigeminus. 
a solution should be made of the acetete of morphia, of such 
strength that each drop will contain gr. 1%, and this will keep be-t 
when a small quantity of carbolic acid is added to it. Either form 
of morphia is best administered hypodermically, although this is 
riot absolutely necessary, and a dose should be gr. } to 16. 

Quinine and galvanism, when properly administered, will re- 
lieve pain quite as effectively as these analgesics, but they will do 
it much more slowly and gradually, although often more effect- 
ively. An occasional dose of quinine, should be given at bed 
time, say 5 grains in capsule, and this should be continued for two. 
or three nights and then stopped, only to be renewed occasionally 
when there is a relapse. 

Galvanism is the most effective agent that we have for the finat 











452 SouTHERN MrpicaL REcorp. 


relief of neuralgia of the trunk and extre nities, although it does 
not seem to have much effect upon neuralgia of the trigemus. T’o 
apply galvanism properly it is necessary to have a good battery, a 
measuring apparatus,,and proper electrodes. There are a number 
of -ecpeng batteries to be had, but the most of them require to 
be filled so often as to be very inconstant in their current, and it 
is difficult at any time to know how much electricity is actually 
flowing. I consider the chloride of silver battery to be the best, 
most constant, and most portable that is made. A measuring in- 
strument, graded into the electrical units which are known as mil- 
liamperes, and which is called a milliampere-meter, can now be 
had in the country of very excellent make, and is indispensable in 
determining the amount of current that is passing at any given 
time. It is impossible to give directions by indicating the number 
of cells, because the cells vary so much from day to day, accord- 
ingly as they have been filled or not, except in the case of the 
chloride of silver cells, which give forth a constant current for 
upwards of two years without need of repair; and even with this 
latter the varying conductivity of the skin in different individuals 
will al ow a greater or lesser c rrent to pass in one person than 
in another. Nor is the sensation of the patient any guide as to 
the amount of the electral current, because the sensation may be 
hightened or decreased in cases of neuralgia. We must therefore 
grade the current by one of these measuring instruments, one of 
the milliampere-meters, if galvanism is to be used with any pre- 
cision. The electrodes should differ in size according to the part 
of the body to be galvaniszed. One pair should be about 5 x 6 
inches, another one should be 4 x 2 inches, and a fourth one should 
‘be of round shape, of one inch diameter. These electrodes should 
be carefully covered with a fine, closely cut sponge, or with 
absorbent cotton, fastened with a small elastic band. Whenever 
they are applied, the skin should be well moistened with hot wa- 
ter, and the electrodes should also be thoroughly saturated in this, 
in order to diminish the non-conductivity of dry skin and dry 
sponge or cotton. . Furthermore, in order to apply galvanism 
properly, it is necessary to study the so-called “motor points” 
which have been mapped out of lat: years by electricians, and a 
chart of which can be found in any of the electrical text-books. 
These motor points, as is well known, are spots where the nerve- 
trunks or muscular nerve-filaments are most superficial and most 
readily attacked by the electrical current. Turning on a current 
from ten cells, one of the larger electrodes should be placed upon 
the skin, moistened as above, at some distance from the motor 
point of the affected nerve, and then a smaller electrode, the one 
of three inches diameter, should be gradually placed upon this 
motor point. If the current then be unfelt by the patient, it should 
be gradually increased until about ten milliamperes are seen to’ 
pass. Even if not felt then, it should not be pushed further; but 
if the patient has a painful sensation in the affected nerve from a 
lesser current, the strength of the current should be diminished so 
as to give no pain at all. The best spot upon which to place the 
large electrode not used upon the motor point is the sternum. The 
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current shonld be passed for about five minutes, and every day, 
unless it is thought that every other day will answer the purpose. 
After the motor point has thus been treated, the two large elec- 
trodes should be well wet with water, and one applied in the nape 
of the neck, whilst the other is put over the lower dorsal spine, 
the skin having first been well wet with hot water, and a current 
of ten to fifteen milliamperes passed for three times at the first 
sittings. In using these large electrodes,. great care should be 
taken to first put one in place and then bring the other down upon 
the skin very gradually and carefully, so as to avoid any shock, 
and the same precautions should be used in taking them away. 
Often, too, it will be found very useful to apply one of the large 
electrodes at the upper part of the affected limb and the other at 
its lower part. The great advantage of galvanism is that it can 
be given in these doses for almost any length of time with perfect 
impunity, provided that care be taken in the manner indicated to 
avoid shocks from sudden interruptions of the flow of the current. 
As the quinine and galvanism and the rest manifest their effect 
upon the neuralgia, the analgesics should be entirely removed, 
and at this stage of the treatment it will usually be found ex- 
tremely useful, unless the individual be full-blooded and red. 
blooded, to make free use of iron, best of the dialized iron in one , 
drachm doses, three times daily, after meals, in a half a teacup of 
water. In young individuals, in the colder, months of the year, 
cod liver oil may also be of great use.—Daniel’s Texas Fournal. 







































TREATMENT OF DYSMENORRH@A BY MENTAL 
SUGGESTION OR HYPNOTISM. 





By Artuur C. Hucsenscumipt, M. D., 
(Univ. of Pa.), Paris, France. 





The following cases pertaining to the subject of gynecologyst 
have occurred in my practice during the past year, and have been 
treated successfully by this method. 

CasE 1.—Young woman, 27 years old, menstruated for the first 
time at the age of 11 years; since then her menstrual periods have 
been very regular, but each one of them is accompanied by a great 
deal of pain. Five or six days before the appearance of the flow, i 
she has the usual unpleasant feeling described by most patients; — t 
but two days before, the pains become terrible, unbearable, the 
patient being compelled to lie down. The pains are situated in 
both ovarian regions, are very severe, and shoot down from each ij 
side into the corresponding thigh; they are accompanied by severe a 
vomiting and headache. These symptoms last until the appear- a 
ance of the flow, when the patient looses a great deal of blood, 
and then the pains disappear. From the train of symptoms alone 
some organic malformation of the uterus or displacement of the i 
same could be expected; still I made no examination as different 
treatments had been tried before without success. I proposed ta 
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try the influence of mental suggestion. 

This being assented to, both by the patient and her parents, I 
began the extremely short treatment in December last. On my 
first attempt to hypnotize her, I obtained no re-ult by making her 

look at a diamond ring; on the second day, however, using the 
same method I obtained a better result, a light sleep, which is all 
that is necessary for the purpose. While the young woman was 
in this condition, I contradicted every one of the symptoms, which 
had been described to me, saying, “ that she would have no more 
pains, no more vomiting, no more headache before, during or af- 
_ter her menstrual periods, that she was now entirely cured; she 
was then restored to consciousness. 

At her next menstral period, which came on a few days later, 
she felt perfectly well, had no pain, no headache, and no vomiting. 
The cure has persisted up to the present day; she has had no more 
return of her trouble and remains perfectly regular. In this case, 
these severe symptoms had lasted continuously for sixteen years; 
and five minutes time has been sufficient to effect a cure. 

Case II.—In May last, I was called to a young woman, 25 
years old, who complained of a very severe pain in the right ova- 
rian region; the parts were painful to pressure. She had been in 
that condition for two days, and could walk about the room only 
with great difficulty, as any movement of her right limb would in- 
crease the pain; the symptoms presented indicated a probable con- 
gestion of the right ovary. 

Hypnotism was proposed as treatment and accepted; in this 
case, sleep was obtained by asking the patient to fix her attention 
upon my index finger; it took me about four minutes to place her 
in the proper condition, which is, as stated before, a slight hypnotic 
- sleep. When in this state, I told her that the pain in her right 
side had disappeared from this moment; that she would be able to 
move her limb and walk about the room without any aid. On 
awakening, the patient stood up, began to walk, moved her right 
limb freely, and said she did not feel the least pain. Since then, 
these pains, which before would come on occasionally, have not 
returned. 

CaseE III.—A young woman, 28 years old, menstruated for the 
-first time when 12 years old; the menstrual period is very irregu- 
iar in time, but not painful. When 19 years old, without any 
known cause, her menses suddenly disappeared. This amenor- 
theea lasted one full year; then her menstruation appeared again, 
irregular as before, but is now accompanied at every menstrual pe- 
riod by severe pain and vomiting. 

The symptoms were as follows: Three to five days before 
the flow, a general sense of lassitude, swelling of the breasts, and 
he ordinary signs of approaching menses; the ffow then makes its 
appearance, and only three to four hours afterwards do these 
extreme pains come on. They are, as in the first case, a double 
ovarian pain, extremely severe, extending down both thighs; the 
severity of those pains produces a general coldness of the surface 
of the body. In addition there is severe vomiting, but no head- 
aches; these extreme pains last from six to eight hours, during 
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which time the patient remains in bed, the legs flexed on the ab- 


«domen, especially the left one. Poultices produce a certain amount 
of relief. I hypnotized this patient in less than two minutes, she 
benig a perfect subject. It is needless to say that a third person 
must always be present during this treatment—one of the tamily, 
especially if a young woman is the patient. As in the preceding 
cases, lannounced the disappearance of the ovarian pains and 
vomiting at the next menstrual period, as well as the complete 
cure of the patient. Three days later, the patient menstruated, 
‘but experienced no pain whatever, and no vomiting; she felt bright 
and happy during the whole menstrual period. It is only two 
weeks since her last illness, but I have no reason to suppose that 
this patient will be cured in a less degre than the two preceding 
ones. I must add that these three patients were all well educated 
and very intelligent; hence the suspicion of having had to deal 
with persons of a low intellectual power is out of the question. 

The method of treatment by mental suggestion is a very easy 
‘one, and does not, as is erroneously supposed, require a supernat- 
ural power on the part of the physician; any practitioner who will 
‘study the subject, can do as well as any man living who uses. this 
process.—AZed. and Surg. Rep. 





OVARIES VS. TESTICLES. 


By Epwarp Borck, A. M., M. D., St. Louis, Mo. 





In a paper read before the Missouri State Medical Association, 
April 18th, 1888, the author discussed the neglect of the testicles 
as compared with the ovaries, advised the formation of a new 
‘specialism called testicology, reviled the great amount of fuss made 
-over a little trouble in the female generative organs and said the 
blame in non-productive unions was far too frequently laid at the 
door of the wife instead of the husband. He was decidedly op- 
posed to every new graduate rushing off to Europe and studying 
some special line for a few months and then setting up as a spec- 
ialist. He reported the following interesting cases: 

Cask 1.—Mrs. , a healthy, handsome young woman, her 
husband apparently well, but after four years trial still they have 
no children. The family physician exhausted his ingenuity and 
‘his stock of prescriptions but all in vain; no baby came to bless 
this household with its smiles. Now the case is referred to the 
gynecologist, surely he can find out the trouble and give relief. 

e discovered at once a little tilting of the womb, only the one- 
sixtieth part of an inch it is true, but there was also some ulcera- 
tion of the cervix. Pessaries are introduced, iodine applied locally 
to the back of the womb for months. Medicines were purchased 
vy the small basket full. Every time the local applications were 
made to the womb Madame was assured by the gynecologist. that 
she was getting better, and it would not be long to wait for the 
baby. (Special skill.) But Madame herself did not agree with 
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try the influence of mental suggestion. 

This being assented to, both by the patient and her parents, I 
began the extremely short treatment in December last. On my 
first attempt to hypnotize her, I obtained no re-ult by making her 
look at a diamond ring; on the second day, however, using the 
same method I obtained a better result, a light sleep, which is all 
that is necessary for the purpose. While the young woman was 
in this condition, I contradicted every one of the symptoms, which 
had been described to me, saying, ‘that she would have no more 
pains, no more vomiting, no more headache before, during or af- 
ter her menstrual periods, that she was now entirely cured; she 
was then restored to consciousness. 

At her next menstral period, which came on a few days later, 
she felt perfectly well, had no pain, no headache, and no vomiting. 
The cure has persisted up to the present day; she has had no more 
return of her trouble and remains perfectly regular. In this case, 
these severe symptoms had lasted continuously for sixteen years; 
and five minutes time has been sufficient to effect a cure. 

Casr Il.—In May last, I was called to a young woman, 25 
years old, who complained of a very severe pain in the right ova- 
rian region; the parts were painful to pressure. She had been in 
that condition for two days, and could walk about the room only 
with great difficulty, as any movement of her right limb would in- 
crease the pain; the symptoms presented indicated a probable con- 
gestion of the right ovary. 

Hypnotism was proposed as treatment and accepted; in this 

case, sleep was obtained by asking the patient to fix her attention 
upon my index finger; it took me about four minutes to place her 
in the proper condition, which is, as stated before, a slight hypnotic 
- sleep. When in this state, I told her that the pain in her right 
side had disappeared from this moment; that she would be able to 
move her limb and walk about the room without any aid. On 
awakening, the patient stood up, began to walk, moved her right 
limb freely, and said she did not feel the least pain. Since then, 
these pains, which before would come on occasionally, have not 
returned. 

Case III.—A young woman, 28 years old, menstruated for the 
-first time when 12 years old; the menstrual period is very irregu- 
lar in time, but not painful. When 19 years old, without any 
known cause, her menses suddenly disappeared. This amenor- 
rheea lasted one full year; then her menstruation appeared again, 
irregular as before, but is now accompanied at every menstrual pe- 
riod by severe pain and vomiting. 

The symptoms were as follows: Three to five days before 
the flow, a general sense of lassitude, swelling of the breasts, and 
he ordinary signs of approaching menses; the flow then makes its 
appearance, and only three to four hours afterwards do these 
extreme pains come on. They are, as in the first case, a double 
ovarian pain, extremely severe, extending down both thighs; the 
severity of those pains produces a general coldness of the surface 
of the Sate. In addition there is severe vomiting, but no head- 
aches; these extreme pains last from six to eight hours, during 
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which time the patient remains in bed, the legs flexed on the ab- {i 
<domen, especially the left one. Poultices produce acertain amount ey 
of relief. I hypnotized this patient in less than two minutes, she i 
benig a perfect subject. It is needless to say that a third person Hi 
must always be present during this treatment—one of the tamily, We 
especially if a young woman is the patient. Asin the preceding at 
cases, Iannounced the disappearance of the ovarian pains and AE 
vomiting at the next menstrual period, as well as the complete 
cure of the patient. Three days later, the patient menstruated, : 
‘but experienced no pain whatever, and no vomiting; she felt bright 4 
and happy during the whole menstrual period. It is only two 
a weeks since her last illness, but I have no reason to suppose that f 
‘this patient will be cured in a less degre than the two preceding apt 
ones. I must add that these three patients were all well educated 
and very intelligent; hence the suspicion of having had to deal 
with persons of a low intellectual power is out of the question. 
The method of treatment by mental suggestion is a very easy 
-one, and does not, as is erroneously supposed, require a supernat- by 
ural power on the part of the physician; any practitioner who will ae 
study the subject, can do as well as any man living who uses. this + 
process.—Med. and Surg. Rep. ! 
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, By Epwarp Borck, A. M., M. D., St. Louis, Mo. a 





In a paper read before the Missouri State Medical Association, 4 
April 18th, 1888, the author discussed the neglect of the testicles ia 
as compared with the ovaries, advised the formation of a new q 
‘specialism called testicology, reviled the great amount of fuss made i 
-over a little trouble in the female generative organs and said the 2 
blame in non-productive unions was far too frequently laid at the fl 
door of the wife instead of the husband. He was decidedly op- q 
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a’ -some special line for a few months and then setting up as a spec- at ot 

a ialist. He reported the following interesting cases: Fo 

-, Case 1.—Mrs. , a healthy, handsome young woman, her | 
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husband apparently well, but after four years trial still they have 
no children. The family physician exhausted his ingenuity and 
‘his stock of prescriptions but all in vain; no baby came to bless h 
this household with its smiles. Now the case is referred to the “ 
gynecologist, surely he can find out the trouble and give relief. ie 

e discovered at once a little tilting of the womb, only the one- 
sixtieth part of an inch it is true, but there was also some ulcera- 
tion of the cervix. Pessaries are introduced, iodine applied locally 
to the back of the womb for months. Medicines were purchased a 
| oy the small basket full. Every time the local applications were a 
qt made to the womb Madame was assured by the gynecologist. that | 
she was getting better, and it would not be long to wait for the 
aby. (Special skill.) But Madame herself did not agree with 
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him. In her opinion she was getting worse all the time. At last 
her mind wandered, she became emaciated and the case was 
taken from the gy necologist and went into the hands of a first- 
class neurologist. He promptly diagnosed the whole trouble. It 
was not the womb at fault; it was the nervous system. He was 
right, sure enough, for by this time it was the nervous system. 
Now came all the nerve tonics, sea bathing, travel, etc.; every- 
thing was done that could be thought of, even artificial fecundation 
was done but it was all tono purpose. The poor woman was now 
almost insane and still there was no baby. Having failed of success 
the neurologist goes for his predecessor,the gynecologist,and shows 
his lack of skill and general ignorance in his profession. 

Last of all the case was placedin my hands. Every practitioner 
is called upon to explain the cause of barrenness and to treat 
and cure, but very often I am sorry to say he is called upon to 
prevent pregnancy or to cure (kill) it when present; the latter the 
most disgusting thing in female practice. After examining this 
patient carefully I found the gynecologist was right in his diagno- 
sis, the womb was one-sixtieth of an inch out of the way and there 
was a little irritation of the uterus. 

But was this the cause of the sterility? Not by a long way. 
Many a womb deviates a little from the imaginary natural line and 
they become pregnant all the same and more than once. We find 
plenty of men with crooked noses but they smeil straight. Why 
cannot a womb with a little crook in it become impregnated ? But 
to return to our patient. She exclaimed: “Oh Doctor, if I could 
only become pregnant and have a boy baby I would get well and 
my husband would be satisfied.” I consoled her with the hope 
that she would get well in time and dismissed her telling her to 
send the husband to me. Upon inquiry of him, he stated that in 
his opinion the act of coitus was not perfect, “too soon or often 
nothing came at all,” as he expressed it. Found that he was dis- 
posed to fatty generation of the heart; had fatty deposits in the 
scrotum and testicles and fatty degeneration of the spermatozoa. 
I advised separation for a time from his wife. To shorten the 
story, upon the return of the husband from alioad after a six 
month’s separation, both were well; she became enciente shortly 
afterwards, happiness once more prevailed and a boy baby was 
born to the exultant pair. 

‘Case 2.—The wife was treated for sterility without any benefit. 
I found the fault with the husband; his penis was of very small 
size; he informed me it was growing smaller all the time. . I found 
a large cyst of the left testicle which prevented the proper intro- 
duction of the penis into the vagina. None of of the numerous 
male doctors who had treated the wife for barrenness had ever 
inquired into the condition of the husband’s genital organs. To 
be brief, I removed the cyst, the parts became of natural size, and 
in due time his wife presented him with not only one, but twin ba- 
bies, 
Case 3.—The wife unsuccessfully treated for sterility. The 
fault was with the husband again, and through he was the son of 
a physician and had congenital phymosis, he never did or never 
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could enjoy the act of coitus. Circumcision relieved the man of 
his ailment, and the result was a child. 

CasE 4 —Reflex nervous affections produced by disease of the 
testicles. 

A merchant about 4o years old, married, with a happy family 
about him, became sleepless, languid, wandering, hypochondriac, 
ready to commit suicide. Cause of trouble attributed to business 

..by a skillful neurologist. He was sent to a private retreat, but 
upon return to family and business the old story again. Then he 
consulted me, and his wife informed me of all the previous circum- 
stances. They insisted upon having my advice, so I began to ex- 
amine him with surgical eves. All my questions as to injuries re- 
ceived upon the head, spine, etc, were answered negatively, Then 
I had the gentleman step into the next room and remove all cloth- 
ing, which he did with great reluctance. The result was the pro- 
duction of a very large hypertrophied left testicle and he told me 
that vears ago he had epididymitis. Here at last was brought out 
the whole cause of the man’s brain trouble in a bag. I asked him 
if he had told his previous doctors of this complaint. “No sir; I 
did not like to.” After a great deal of hesitation on his part, my 
advice of the removal of the diseased testicle was followed. All 
nervous trouble soon ceased; peace, tranquility and prosperity 
again reigned; a large new store was erected and, best of all, he 
soon had an addition made to his family. 

I could give more and similar cases; these are-sufficient for illus- 
tration. 

In regard to neura’gic pains of the ovaries, viz: the testicles, 
both sexes suffer from the pains. When all known means for 
the reliet of a woman’s pain have been tried and failed and the re- 
moval of the offending ovary or ovaries has been advised, s_ e will 
readily and cheerfully consent. Under the same conditions the 
man is not willing to give up one testicle, far less both, he prefers 
to suffer most excruciating pain until at last he lands in the insane 
asylum. Neither is the removal of such a painful organ advised by 
the physician, or if proposed it is done reluctantly. Why ? Can 
any one give a definite answer. 

The removal of a testicle or any operation on their appendages 
is not nearly so dangerous as the removal of one of the ovaries or 
any other operation upon the female reproductive organs. 

The operation for variocele, which I now preter, is to cut down 
upon it under strict antiseptic precautions, ligate the veins 
above and below, excise the distended part and‘close the wound. 

I hope that someone who has had ten or fifteen years lavge general 
practice will give the disease of the testicles and operations there- 
on his particular attention and study and adopt it asa specialty. 
— American Lancet. 





Diarrheea.—A combination of pepsin, subnit. of bismuth and 
Dover's powders has been especially successful in the treatment 
of infantile diarrhea. While the ue of sa'ol is still in embryo, it 
apparently gives fair promise-—Jnd. Med. Four. 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 


Shock.— David W. Cheever, M. D., Boston AZedical Fournal, 
writes: Moderate shock terminates in reaction This is the recoz/ 





of the system. It restores the balance; but the pendulum which 


marks the nervous force swings back beyond the normal line. 
We have temporary fever, flush, full pulse, excitement. 

Severe shock is more lasting. The pulse vibrates, intermits, 
flags, rallies, flags again, is soft, compressible, uncertain; faintness 
is constant, but partial; vomiting occurs; cold extremities; dilat- 
able pupils; pallor; imperfect reaction; very slow recovery; a con- 
dition where a feathcr turns the scale against the patient. 

If now an operation is done, we have renewed shock, pro- 
longed shock, secondary shock; a matter of days rather than 
hours; persistent nausea; exhaustion; a lowered temperature; diar- 
rhea: imperceptible and gente death. Or, if an old person, that 
state known as prostration with excitement; typhoid delirium, a 
dusky flush over the malar bones, dull eyes, intermittent pulse, 
jactitation, exhaustion, death. 

Primary shock; prostration, nausea, excitement, collapse. Loss 
of blood, from accident or operation, adds to the shock or compli- 
cates its symptoms. : 

Jar, crushing, mutilation, pain, cutting, bleeding, chilling, all 
act on the nervous center; react on the gangalia, the heart, the 
power of breathing, the temperature, the consciousness, the life. 

Given then the problem and the phenomena of shock, what 
particular influences have the operative procedures of modern 
surgery upon them? oe 

They may be summed up in three points: The effects of anzs- 
thetics; the effects of the operations; the effects of the dressings. 

These all belong together and effect each other. 

Anesthetics annul pain, but end in nausea. 

Operations under anesthetics are needlessly prolonged and ex- 
hausting. 

Modern dressings are tedious and chilling. 

Have we lessened, or added, shock by modern surgery? 

Pain and bleeding are /ess. Slow cutting, nausea, exposure, 
low temperature are more. Primary shock is diminished; second- 


-ary shock is increased. 


Formerly the time consumed in an operation was short. An 


-amputation was hurried, now it is deliberate; an abscess was in- 
-cised, now it is aspirated and curetted; a joint injury was cut off, 


now it is excised; the peritoneum was peeped into, now it is 


‘boldly explored; the bladder was cut off for stone, now it is a 


prolonged crushing and washing; a breast was amputated, now 


‘the axilla is formally dissected. The old method was a matter of 


minutes; now it is one of hours. 
Patients are frequently from one and a half to two hours on the 


-operating-table; and three hours in recovering consciousness so 


that they can swallow. Do we realize what this prolonged cut- 
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ting, pinching, and dissecting mean to the nervous system 
after anesthesia is past? Does not the long exposure of the great 
veins to the air, in dissecting tumors, increase coagulability and 
future infraction? Can the peripheral nerves be lacerated seriatim 
without exhausting their constitutional irritability? It is recog- 
- nized that long-continued and large dissections on the front and 
sides of the neck are especially fatal. 

Operations of secondary magnitude are now so prolonged that 
I have repeatedly seen patients die of primary shock, or repeated 
shocks, where the pat ent was one to two hours under the kuife. 
It is said that he had not the vitality to resist. He had not; but 
<onsider what a perineal section, scooping out a uterine tumor, 
<uretting a bladder, removing glandular enlargements, sometimes 
involve in time, in exhaustion, in capillary oozing, in shock, 

Equally unphilosophical and fatal’is the practice of operating 
in cases of primary shock betore reaction has come on. An am- 
putation is begun in half-life, and ended in death. Especially diffi- 
<ult to decide are ithe cases where the patient reacts imperfectly 
and relapses. These cases are easily made fatal, and only saved 
by quick amputation, slight exposure and short anesthesia. The 
‘golden moment of fairly established reaction must be seized, be- 
fore traumatie fever sets in. This moment comes in from six to 
eighteen hours alter the injury, or it never comes. 

It should be considered on axéom that anesthesia does not 
<iiminish existing shock, but only annuls the additional shock 
which the pain of cutting produces. It prevents the pain of an 
operation from increasing the shock which may be present from 
injury. It prevents the pathological case from experiencing the 
shock produced by the pain of cutting out a tumor; it does ot 
preveut the secondary shock of the multilation; it adds to second- 
ary shock if the anesthesia is prolonged —American Practition-| 
er and News. 


The Turkish Bath.—Most of those who indulge from time 
to time in the luxury of a Turkish bath have need to observe a 
<liscreet moderation in its use it. they would reap its advantages 
without incurring its occasional risks © For the majority of per- 
sons it is, with this proviso.a wholesome and enjoyable aid to 
cleanliness. The rheumatic, the gouty, and the dyspeptic have 
often proved its therapeutic value. and the reason for this is not 
far to seek. Its superior efficiency as a-cleanser of the skin sur- 
face, and its powerful diaphoretic action, need only be mentioned 
in order to commend its use in such cases. The action set up is 
not, indeed, a purely local one. Not only is the skin excretion 
vigorously stimulated, but the blood vessels, the absorbents, and 
the deeper tissues generally, are washed by the current of outgo- 
ing fluid thus set in motion, while at the same time the strain on 
the frequently overburdened kidneys is lightened, and this organ 
rendered proportionately freer and fitter for the discharge of its 
duties. \We must not allow ourselves, however. to view the mat- 
ter in its most favorable aspect alone. Serious mishaps do occa- 
sionally occur in the Turkish bath, and of this fact the recent 








enemies noting 
2 js 5 


joanne eee 
rare os ste bein 






460 SOUTHERN MeEpiIcAL REcorp. 


sudden death of a man in one of the northern caunties affords 
suggestive illustration. The deceased had been a heavy drinker, 
and suffered from fatty degeneration of the heart. He had been 
advised by a medical man that he should not enter the bath, but 
in spite of the warning did so, and appears to have spent the 
greater part of the night in the hot and cold rooms alternately. 
It should be mentioned that about the same time he indulged, 
though not very freely, in drining whisky. A few hours later he 
was found dead in the cooling-room. We may remark, in pass- 
ing, the obvious need of limitation in the time during which the 
establishment is allowed to remain open. In this case the imme- 
diate cause of death was clear enough to show that the danger in 
such cases, and it is a real one, depends on the bather’s health at 
the time. It is generally allowed that weakness of the heart 
muscle from actual disease contra-indicates a bath of this kind. 
There are also cases, however, in which almost equal caution 
is necessary, though the cause of weakness is mere exhaustion 
trom temporary overstrain. This is a point to which the worried, 
the anxious, and the overworked would do well to give a due 
share of attention —Zancet. 


The German Treatment of Obesity.—Reference is had ‘to 
the Schweninger, or rather the Oertel method. The following 
are the objects aimed at in this cure: 

1. To improve the muscular tone of the heart. 

2. To maintain the normal composit‘on of the blood. 

3. To regulate the quantity of fluid in the body. 

4. To prevent the deposit of fat. 

These objects are obtained by the following means: 

1. The muscle of the heart is strengthened by enforced exercise. 
such as climbing heights. This requires great care, and the ex- 
ercises must be graded, the amount of work being increased as 
the patient can bear it. 

To preserve the normal composition of the blood, the food 
should be chiefly albuminous. - It may consist of the lean of roast, 
or boiled beef, veal, mutton, game and eggs. Green vegetables 
(as cabbage or spinach) may be taken; fat and carbo-hydrates 
only in very limited quantities; from four to six ounces of bread 
per diem. 

. To regulate the qantity of fluid in the body the amount of 
fluid drunk daily must be limited. One cup (rather less than six 
ounces) of coffee, tea or milk morning and evening, and about 
twelve ounces of wine, and from eight to sixteen ounces of water 
shall comprise all the fluid consumed in twenty-four hours. Beer 


is entirely forbidden. The discharge of the fluid from the body — 


is promoted by active exercise and occasionally by a course of 
baths, with packing. 

4 To prevent the deposit of fat the principles of diet already 
set forth must be carried into practice as follows: 

Morning.—One cup of tea or coffee with a little milk, altogether 
about six ounces; bread, about three ounces. 
Noon.—Three to four ounces of soup, seven to eight ounces of 
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roast or boiled beef, veal, game, salad or a lighter vegetable, a 
Nittle fish (cooked without fat) if desired, one ounce of bread or 
farinaceous pudding (never more than three ounces), three to six 
ounces of fruit, fresh preferred, for desert. It is desirable at this 
meal to avoid taking fluids, but in hot weather, or in the absence 
of fruits, six to eight ounces of light wine may be taken. 
Afternoon —The same amount of coffee or tea as in the morning, 
| ‘with, at most, six ounces of water, an ounce of bread as an ex- 
ia ‘ceptional indulgence. 
‘g Evening.—One or two soft-boiled eggs, an ounce of bread, per- 
haps, a-small slice of cheese. Salad and fruit, six to eight ounces 
of wine, with four to five ounces of water.—/pitome. 





id Forty-three Gall Stones Passed by a Child two and a 
ae half Years Old—Recovery.—Dr. J. K. Cantrell, Alton, Mo: I was 
| called on March g to see a child of Mr. Smith Warns, aged two 
id : ' and a half years. The mother informed me that the child had 
| been suffering from worms all winter, and she had been giving it 


oil and turpentine, which seemed to relieve it for some little time. 
4d made a slight examination, and arrived at the conclusion that the 
mother’s opinion was correct. I left the following prescription: 


| eis Ome ME 5 al in oun 5 ns a dk oN ea eee pe gr. xii, 
Santonine...... Cah hag ete nt Saen tuks Ween cena 


tT M. ft. chts. No. 4. One powder to be taken every three hours, 
a i followed by oil and turpentine. 

| On the eleventh, the father call d at my office and informed me 
of the child’s improvement, but that no worms were expelled. 
When I visited the child I thought I discerned evidences of jaun- 
dice, but she presented no alarming symptoms. On March 21 I 
was hastily summoned, to find her in convulsions, which I soon 
relieve by a few doses of chloral hydrate and potassium bromide. 
1 also left the same prescription as before, somewhat increasing 
| the dose of santonine. At the same time I learned that food did 
a _mot agree with it, and that the urine had been scant for three or 
four weeks, saftron-colored, leaving its impress upon the clothing, 
the skin and conjunctiva. To relieve these conditions I pre- 














scribed: 
R. Soda sulphite...... POR HE eae pss PB Oe eer os 
POE ae 5 diay cies ea 3s, xs ao tO REOE NET RSE! 5 ij. 
; M. S.—Teaspoonful every three or four hours. 
C i Also: 
m4 ee OO, ORIN. cis cio a so eeaepees anew x Rivers 7 
i POS sii od (542 eaten Ee dada an dts YOu Bit}. : a. 


M. S8.—Tablespoonful every four hours. 


‘7 j I was led to believe there was an obstruction in the gall-duct, 
and by palpation over the liver and cvstic duct, the child com- 
plained of pain over the liver, extending to the stomach. The 
mercury and santonine were given with a view of depleting the 
portal circulation, and expelling ascarides if any were present. I 





iliac cee eee 


FF AIR DE 


ee 


Cuihdaapalinindiensintetsadt cna 


em 


| 
i 
H 
i} 
i 
1 
if 
i 
: 
s 
if 
i 
y 


462 SOUTHERN MEpiIcAL REcorp. 


requested the tather to call upon me whenever he thought it nec- 
essary. On the 2gth of the same month the father brought me a 
tin can containing twenty-seven gall-stones, some of which were 
as large as a pea, others as large as an ordinary marble. They had 
been discharged with the stools every day since the powders had@ 
acted. Some smaller ones could not be preserved. The last ones- 
discharged were covered with thick inspissated mucus, others- 
almost dry. I dissolved one, and it was mixed with a gray and 
greasy substance. The father was requested to keep a lookout 
for more. The child cried at each stool, almost culminating im 
convulsions. 

On June 13 the father returned, requesting more medicine, as- 
the child was suffering as befo'e. Feeling that my former pre- 
scription had been a success, I repeated the mercury and santonine,. 
to be followed by oil and turpentine. On June 17 | received nine- 
teen more, but none of them as large as the largest of the previous- 
ones. Some of them had softened, and were almost flat in shape. 
The child’s urine was very dark and scanty, for which I prescribed 
10-grain doses of potass. bicarb. in a half glass of water, three or 
four times a day. In addition, | ordered: 

R. Mag. sulph...... 

Mag. carb 
Spir. ammon., arom 
Aq. pura.... 
M. S—Half to be taken morning and night. 


The above was given for six days, and at the end of that time T 
received seven calculi, three of which were as large as the largest 
of the first passed. The child had made no complaint when these- 
were passed. That she was looking ..uch better, the skin was. 
clear, her food agreed with her better, and the urine was clear and! 
ample. On August 4, I was informed of the full recovery of my 
patient. 

This case may serve as a guide to others, when surprised at a , 
hitherto accepted improbability—_Zpitome. 


Hot Air Inhalations for Phthisis.— The therapeutics of 
phthisis which may be based on the bacillary theory of the causa- 
tion of the diseas-, must consist in the employment of means cal- 
culated to destroy the germs in their habitat. The difficulty which 
has been thus far encountered is in the fact that the agent which 
will destroy the germ will also destroy the integrity of the tissue, 
and even the life of the individual. The agent which will enter 
the system and destroy within it, without injury to the individual. 
the cause of the disease is the desideratum: which is anxiously 
awaited. The Lancet refers to the investigations of two German. 
observers, or, to speak more correctly, two observers in Germany,. 
who have, independently of one another, been engaged in inves- 
tigations on the bactericidal property, of heated dry air, and on the 
methods of utilizing this property for the practical treatment of 
phthisical patients. Dr. Weigert, who appears to be an Americar 
living in Berlin, finding that the tubercle bacilli outside the body - 
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die at a temperature of 41° C. (106° F.), and are adversely affected 
by one of 35° (100.4° F.), bad constructed all apparatus for the 
inhalation of heated air, and commenced to make trials on phthis- 
ical patients in the early stage, recommended to him by other 
medical men, he himself not being in practice. At first a temper- 
ature of from 40° to 60° C. (104° to 140° F.) was employed, the 
air for inhalation being quite dry. This temperature was gradu- 
¢ ally raised as high as So° C. (176° F.) The patients bore this hot 
| air exceedingly well, and continued to inhale it for three or four 
hours a day during a month, the only unpleasant eflects produced 
being hyperemia and dryness of the mucous membrane. The 
general effects are represented as having been remarkable, ¢a‘ients 
; who had been falling away picking up strength and becoming 
a. quite robust, the physical examination showing at the same. time 
that the dullness and rales had perceptibly decreased. The bacilli 
in the sputum, which had been very numerous, rapidly diminished 
in number, and finally disappeared altogether. These observa- 
tions were confirmed by seveial other medical men. Dr. Halter, 
of Lengerich, Westphalia, seems to have gone even further than 
Dr. Weigert, he having himself inhaled, aud caused patients also 
to inhale, dry air heated to go° C. (194° F.), with satisfactory re- 
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q sults.—Medical Age. 

| Monthly Summary of Medical Progress.—Dr. W.S. Wells, 
| in Popular Science News; At the recent meeting of the French 
| Association for the “Advancement of Science” (/’ Union Med.) 


M. Gillot communicated an article regarding the tongue as a guide 
to the diagnosis of lesions of the intra-cranial blood- vessels. 
Ye In the ordinary examinations of the tong .e only he upper sur- 
Pa face is seldom noticed. 
a Dr. Gillot reters to this neglect, and asserts that the under sur- 
| face may present certain p ints of diagnostic significance. 
| In a young and health, person the veins alone are prominent 
E beneath the mucous membrane; but with the advance of age, or 
as a result of disease, these veins become dilated, tortuous, or va- 
ricose, and the venules and capillaries become visible. In many 
cases little dilatations, like grains of sand, may be seen on the 
smaller vessels, and may be few and disseminated, or numerous 
and grouped together. They are usually situated a short distance 
from the tip of the tongue, on either side of the medium line, or 
near the root of the organ. 

Their color varies, according to their size and the condition of 
the’ general circulation, from a bright red to purple or almost 











1 black. 

| These p:ojections, as claimed by Dr. Gillot, are true miliary an- 
; eurisms, caused by a thinning of the walls of the vessels, and are 
1 analogous to the aneurisms occurring on the blood-vessels of the 


brain. He believes that the existence of these dilatations of the 
blood-vessels of the under surface of the tongue is diagnostic of 
a similar condition of the blood-vessels of the brain. The citcu- 
lation of the tongue has very close relations within the cranium— 
the same influences which act upon the one, acting al-o upon the 
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other—and the inspection of the under surface of the tongue 
furnishes as valuable an indication of the state of the cerebral cir- 
culation as does the examination of the cavity of the eye by the 
ophthalmoscope. 

Dr. Gillot reters the primary cause of these miliary aneurisms 
of both the tongue and the brain to the so-called arthritic diathe- 
sis, and says he has never seen these dilatations in any but those 
suffering from gout, rheumatism, gravel. and heart diseases of 
arthritic origin. He therefore urges in the aged, and those pre- 
senting rheumatic and gouty symptoms, a careful inspection of the 
under surface of the tongue, as likely to assist materially in avert- 
ing, by proper treatment, grave cerebral disorders.—P. S. News. 


M Schwartz lately read to the Surgical Society of Paris a 
communication on a case Of pressure paralysis from a callus, re- 
ported by M. Marchand. A man aged twenty-nine had been 
thrown f oma horse, sustaining « fracture of the upper end of the 
fibula, with posterior luxation of the tibia. A plaster-of-Paris 
splint was applied; but when it was removed, at the end of six 
weeks, the patient was found to be suflering from various dis- 
turbances of sensibility and motion. 

The foot was in an equinos pos tion, and anwsthesia and paraly- 
sis existed in the parts supplied by the external popliteal nerve. 
The electrical contractility was abolished, and a marked degree of 
atrophy existed. ; 

There was considerable callus at the seat of the fracture of the 
fibula, and pressure here caused pain. Thinking that the nerve 
might be imprisoned in the callus, M. Marchand laid bare the 
tumor. and discovered the external popliteal nerve passing over it. 
On tollowing up the trunk of the nerve, it was found to be em- 
beded in a mass of hard fibroid ti-sue. 

When freed from this, the nerve was found enlarged .at this 
part, and congested. 

The wound healed readily, but it was only gradually that mo- 
tion and sensation returned; and it was remarked as singular that 
the power of voluntary movement was gained before the restora- 
tion of electrical contractility. At the end of seven months, the 
patient’s condition was normal. 

M. Marchand referred to the rarity of this accident, but called 
at ention especially to the exceptionally good results f.llowing the 
release of the imprisoned nerve. In some of the cases previously 
reported, slight or no improvement was obtained by operation, 
and in others inflammation of the nerve occurred, necessitating 
amputation. 


Another case is published (/z/ernational Fournal Surg.) of 
preservation of several digits, this one being remarkable for the 
length of time which elapsed from the time of the accident until 
the adjustment of the part. 

A boy while splitting wood cut off a part of his right thumb. 
It dropped to the ground. and he ran into the house. The mother 
hunted up the father, who went to the barn, harnessed the horse, 
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found the severed piece cf thumb, wrapped it with the stump in 
a cloth, and drove nearly three miles to the doctor. Fully an hour 
and a half elapsed before the doctor saw him, when he removed 
the cloth, and found the thumb lying loosely in the bandage, and 
covered with sand and dirt. The doctor cleansed it and secured 
it to the stump. It united promptly, and two years afterwards it 
was hard to tell which thumb had been injured.— of. S. News. 


a ape oe rasa poet 


Dr. W. J. Clapp London Lancet) reports a case of tetanus 
successfully treated with strophanthus. The patient was a man 
aged twenty-three. Three weeks previously he had an accident 
by which he suffered severe pain; followed, in time, by burning 
pains between the shoulders, extending down the spine Subse- 
rh quently followed rigidity of the, abdominal muscles, spasms of 
vody, chest, arms, thighs, and legs. The jaws became locked, 
countenance anxious, face and mouth contracted, pulse quick and 
wiry, temperature 108° F, The urine was dark and scanty, withcut 
deposit; bowels constipated. 
ee Various remedies were with difficulty given, without improve- 
ment; and it was determined to give strophanthus a trial. Dr. 
: Clapp employed tabloids containing 2 minims each. One was 
given every three hours, it being with difficulty placed in his 
mouth, and cold water, also, after each tabloid. The second day 
after this treatment with strophanthus a decided improvement was 
noted. The doctor could open the patient’s mouth sufficiently to 
introduce the mouth of a feeding-cup. The spasms in all, the 
affected parts became less frequent, the pulse quiet, and the tem- 
perature lower. Nourishment was increased. The frequency of the 
doses of strophanthus was gradually lowered. The urine became 
copious and clear. all the symptoms abated, and in a fortnight the 
man was able to walk and take food as usual.—/P. S. News. 


pase Sei salina chat 





Burns being so common an accident, and often so difficult to 
treat, the following formula is recommended by an exchange: 


a Be Se 6k aS heh vce See ae Re wesiee .grams iv, 
(ft DPD. io i. 5 oho k cates hae Renee a ae Alle 
) Ether eviph. rect: ..... c0. ce. vs 4s aaa Cisse «ae 


M. Paint the parts with this two or three times a day. 

Aiter evaporation of the ether, there remains a fine pellicle of 
tannin over the burn, which excludes the air, and takes away the 
pain and inflammation, and the cure is much more rapid than with 
the various collodion preparations. The first painting of the parts 
should always be preceded by a careful antiseptic washing, to re- 
move foreign substances that may have adhered, and all blisters 
shoul: be punctured before applying the remedy. 

If sometime has passed before treatment, a slight coating of 
Sodoform should be powdered over the part first. 


Antipyrin in Pertussis.—Antipyrin seems to be the most 
tT satisfactory of the very many suggested remedies for whooping 
| cough. Reports are multiplying as to its usefulness. Though not 





465 


ie 


a = orm 



















= * 


sa 


saeco 


















RS ees ites a Eas ee 


Se ee 
Sere 2 


emaamae Sie ecas 
aE er + aaa 


SouTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 


a specific, it seems in the inajority of cases to exert a beneficial 
action, shortening the duration of the ¢isease and mitigating the 
severity of the paroxysms. A practitioner has now made use of 
this remedy in six cases with the most excellent results. 1n an 
infant of one year, given at the beginning of the second stage, 
doses of gr. 3, four times daily, its effect seemed magical to the 
parents. The paroxysmal element entirely disappeared by the 
iourth day and a speedy recovery took place. The results in the 
other cases, though less rapid, were satistactory.— Polyclinic. 


Ccrrosive Sublimate as a Practical Disinfectant.—Our 
knowledge regarding the relative value of disinfectants as meas- 
ured by their power to -destrov micro-organisms dates from the 
researches of Robert Koch, published in 18$1.. Koch found that 
most micro-organisms are destroyed by a solution of corrosive 
sublimate of the strength of 1:5000; while a solution of the 
strength o 1:1000 is fatal to all. He also tound that corrosive 
sublimate has a decided superiority over all other substances as an 
antiseptic. A solution of the strength 1:1000000 had a marked 
restraining power on the germination of the spores of the B. an- 
thracis, for example, while a solution of the strength of 1:3000000 
prevented their development. The results of other investigators, 
while showing that antiseptic and disinfecting powers are possibly 
not quite so great as claimed for it by Koch, still confirm the latter 
so far as to show that they are considerably greater than those of 
any other known substance, with the possible exception of one 
or two other salts of mercury, which for one reason or another are 
not so available. 

As a result of these investigations, and more directly following 
the recommendations of the Committee on Disinfectants of the 
American Public Health Association, published in 1855, corrosive 
sublimate has taken the place, to a large extent, of all other disin- 
fectants, for nearly every purpose excepting aerial disinfection. 
Every State board of health to whose reports, for the past four or 
five years. | have been able to obtain access, has published »the 
recommendations of this committee, thus giving them a wide circu- 
lation, and nearly every one has distinctly indorsed them as repre- 
senting the best methods of disinfection known to us. The Board 
of Health of Maine alone objects to corrosive sublimate, on ac- 
count of its poisonous properties, and because it forms an insolu- 
ble compound with albumen. Figures showing the exact extent 
to which it is used, can be obtained, if at all; only through locat 
boards of health, and the reports of these are not easily accessible. 
There were used, however, in the city of Boston, according to the 
reports of the board of health, in 1854, 850 pounds; in 1835, 1550 
pounds; in 1886, 1400 pounds, and in 1587, 2250 pounds of cor- 
rosive sublimate for purposes of disinfection — Sanitarian. 


Lipanine, a substitute for cod liver oil, is a substance made by 
Kahlbahm, of Berlin, by partial saponification of olive oi!. Kohts 
claims that he has been pleased with the results of its use in his 
children’s clinic in Strassburg.— Pac. Rec. 
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Headache.—The following table of the different kinds of head- 
ache and the treatment is given by Dr. Benj. Edson in Medical 


World: 
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1 
18. 
1g. 
20. 


21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
20. 
«4 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33: 


34: 


35: 
36. 


37: 
8 


FORM. 


. Anemic. 


Bilious. 


. Cardiac. 
. Catarrhal. 


Cerebral softening. 


. Cerebral tumor. 
. Cinchonism. 


Congestive, active. 


. Congestive, passive. 
. Climateric. 

. Constipation. 

, Diabetic. 

. Dyspeptic. 

. Fevers. 

. Gouty. 

. Hemicrania. 

. Hemorrhoidal. 


Hysterial. 
Idiopathic. 
Inebriate. 


Migraine. 
Meningeal. 
Menstrual. 
Malarial. 
Nervous. 
Neuralgic. 
Optical. 
Ovarian. 
Periosteal. 
Periodical. 
Plethoric. 
Kheumatic. 
Sick. 


Syphilitic. 
Toxemic. 
Uremic. 
Uterine. 


38. Worms. 


39- 


Zymotic. 


TREATMENT SUGGESTED. 
Amyl., bella., f.; menthol, guin. 
Ammon. chl., hg., mag. sulph., podoph. 
Cactus, dig., glonoin., strophanth. 
Acon., potas. ind, puls., duboisine. 
Anodyne, ergot. 
Ergot, potass. iod. 
Bromides, iodides. 
Acon., erg, morph., pop., salines. 
Aq. ferv., dig., potass. acetat. 
Cimicif., ver. vir., sulphur. 
Aloin, cascara, hg , nux vom., pod. 
Potass, brom.. valerian. 
Byron, guarana, nux vom., sod., salicyl. 
Acon., antipy., dig. ge’., ver. vir. 
Colch., salicyl. 
Antipy., as., can. ind., dig., gels. 
Cascara, sulphur. 
Asaf., camph., hyosc., val. of zn. 
Caffeine, guarana, bromides. 
B.omides, camph. monobrom., chloral. 
hyosc., pilocarp. 
Antipy., brom., ergot, glonoin, menthol. 
As. et op., frigus, gels. 
Am. mur,, antipy., gels., picrot., virburn. 
Ars. et. bell., gels., quin., am. picr. 
Bromides, gels., guarana, strych., zinc. 
Antipy., caftein, gels., phosp,, quin. 
Correct the vision. Rest. 
Am. mur., gels., viburn. 
Potass., iod. 
Ars, can. ind., gels., quin. 
Alkalies, laxatives. 
Colch., pot. ind., salicy]. 
Caff citrat., guarana, nux vom., sod., 
‘phosph. 
Hg., pot., iod., stillingia. 
p. r. Nn. 
Elater, morph., pilocarp., podoph. 
Bella., cimicif., viburn. 
Salicyl., vermicides, vermifuges. 


p. % 2. 


Catarrh Cures.—A writer in the Weekly Medical Review says: 
“T have collected every catarrh, asthma, and hay-fever ‘sure cure’ 
that is in the market, numbering in all fifty-eight, and have care- 
fully examined them. Eighteen of these ‘sure cures’ are bold- 


faced frauds 


One ounce of quassia chips, a pound of table salt, 


forty gallons of water, will make one barrel of ‘sure cure,’ that 
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sells for one dollar a bottle, holding six ounces. The same quan- 
tity of water, a pound of muriate of ammonia, a pound of ground 
cubebs, and a little common potash will make another ‘cure’ that’ 
sells for fiity cents a bottle, holding four ounces. These two are 
the best of the eighteen frauds.”—Sanitarian. 


\ 

The Venom of the Rattlesnake and the Gila Monster.— 
In some recent nunbers of that very lively publication known as 
Forest and Stream there has been a series of very clever (An- 
glice) articles by Dr. Dr. H. C. Yarrow upon the poisonous rep- 
tiles of America, especially the rattlesnake and the Gila monster, 
Heloderma suspectum. In the-chapters devoted to the discussion 
of the rattlesnake we find nothing that seem to require mention 
here except in regard to the treatment. It will be remembered 
that De Lacerda some years ago asserted that the permanganate 
of potassium is an antidote to rattlesnake venom, and that Mitch- 
ell and Reichert found that when the permangarate is mixed with 
the venom in a beaker glass it destroys its constitution. The value 
of permanganate as a practical antidote in snake-bite was studied 
by Dr. Yarrow by injecting the venom into the body of the ani- 
mal, and shortly afterwards injecting permanganate of potassium 
in immediate proximity to the original wound. Avery impor- 
tant observation was made that if a litgature be placed around the 
leg of an animal, and a certain quantity of venom be injected be- 
low the ligature, followed by a solution of the permanganate, no 
poisoning resulted, but even a five per cent. solution of the per- 
manganate was of no value if there were no ligature above the 
point of injection, although the permanganate injection followed 
the venom in less than half a minute. The number of experiments 
reported by Dr. Yarrow does not seem to us sufficient to allow of 
a positive conclusion, but they indicate that the permanganate is 
useful in snake bite when the bite is situated where it can be isolated 
by a ligature, and his directions * tie a ligature tightly around the 
wounded part, incise it freely, and then inject as soon as possible — 
permanganate of potassium into the tissues round the wound,” is 
justifiable. — 7herapeutic Gazette. 


Collinsonia.—We desire to again call the attention of our 
readers to the use of this most valuable agent in the treatment of 
conditions in which the veins are involved. In 15-drop doses, 
four or five times daily, it will prove invaluable and superior to 
any known remedy in the treatment of varicosed veins, wherever 
found and from whatever cause. It is of value in phlegmasia 
dolens with other appropriate remedies. In the treatment of hem- 
orrhoids it certainly has no equal. It is a valuable tonic in en- 
feebled heart with a general relaxed condition of the circulatory 
system. It will relieve incontinence of the urine in enfeebled and 
poorly nourished children. It is of value in gonorthaa, in.many 
cases acting most speedily. As a stomach tonic, it can be relied 
upon, and when combined with hydrastis it has no superior. It 
will relieve pain quickly in many cases of gastralgia— Chicago 
Medical Times. 
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Report of the Delegate to the Congress for the Study of 
Tuberculosis.—Dr R.C. M. Page, at V. 2. Academy of Medi- 
cine, made the report which had received the verbal approval of 
Villemin and Landouzy. They had found that true tubercle gen- 
erally contains the bacillus, which was first supposed to exist by 
Bouchard, and afterwards discov ered by Koch, All other sub- 
stances occurring in non-tuberculous subjects do not contain this 
bacillus. T: e bacillus remains virulent in running water at a tem- 
yard of 60° F. for six weeks, and in dried sputa for months. 
t is the cause, not the result of tuberculosis. The disease is con- 
tagious under certain conditions, especially in conditions that tend 
to produce lower vitality. It is transmitted through cow’s milk, 
beef, etc. In the diagnosis of pulmonary tuberculosis in doubtful 
cases, the bacillus should be sought for; but it may not be found in 
the early stage before it has become liberated. As a further test, 
a lower animal may be inoculated with some of the patient’s sputa, 
and the bacillus be sought for subsequently. No practical means 
for destroying the bacillus in patients has yet been discovered. 
Treatment at present is prophylactic—by attention to climate, 
food and exercise, and by medicines directed against symptoms as 
they arise. 
The report of the delegate to the British Medical Association 
was also read. 


The Treatment of Ulcers.—An article appeared in the Zoz- 
don Medical Record (December 15, 1887’ giving interesting de- 
tails of ulcers by phosphoric acid, as shown by the experience of 
Dr. Grossich. By this method of treatment, he-used a 10 per cent. 
solution of pure phosphoric acid in distilled water. The ulcer is 
coverediwith a bit of lint dipped in this solution, and the dressing re- 
newed three or four times a day. The patient, for the first few 
minutes, feels a slight burning sensation, but this soon passes, and 
within twenty-four or thirty-six hours the ulcer cleans, and looks 
better. Inflammation or eczema of the surrounding parts disappears, 
and all pruritus ceases. The ulcer cicatrizes rapidly, and the cica- 
trix is firm and healthy. 

Kollischer treated tubercular affections of the joints with injec- 
tions of the phosphate of lime, with great success. Dr. Grossich 
has also had good results with this treatment, and cites some very 
interesting succesful cases. 

The treatment by the solution ot phosphoric acid was further 
employed in a case of tuerculous abscess of eight months’ duration 
and also a case of eczema marginatum which had lasted more than 
a year, and good results followed. 


The Purgative Action of Glycerin Enemata.—Dr. Subbotic 
confirras the testimony which has rapidly accumulated as to the 


efficaciousness of a rectal injection of glycerin in producing evac- . 


uation of the bowels. He offers an explanation, however, of the 
occasional failure which foliows its employment from the fact that 
it produces no result when injected into an entirely empty rectum. 
When, however, masses of faeces occupy the rectum the glycerin 
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injection is invariably promptly active. The injection acts through 
an increased secretion of fluid and a consequent irritation of the 
intestine. This irritation, however, appears only to be sufficient 
to empty the lower parts of the intestine, while it is insufficient 
when the rectum is empty to cause the downward passage of the 
contents of the upper bowels.— Centralblatt fur Gynakalogie. 


Suture of a Wound of the Liver.—The Riforma Medica 
(April 25) states that Prof. Postempski recently stitched up an 
incised wound of the liver. The operation, which is said to be the 
tirst of the kind ever performed, took p'ace in the Ospedale della 
Consolazine at Rome, on April 8th. The abdomen was opened 
and the edge of the wound, whick was situated in the left lobe, 
and which was two and three-quarter inches in length and one- 
third inch in depth, were brought together by catgut sutures, ap- 
plied by means of extremely fine needles. The hemorrhage, which 
had been very free, was ot once checked, when the 
wound in the liver-subtance was closed. On April 23, four days 
after the operation. the patient’s temperature was normal and he 
was doing well. Prof. Postempski will publish the case in detail 
in due course.—Med. Register. 


Iodoform and Tar.—Dr. S. Ehrmann combines tar and iodo- 
form in such a way that the particles only show hyaline plates 
under the lens, the crystalline plates of iodoform not being recog- 
nizable. This “ bituminate of iodoform ” resembles mica; the trans- 
lucent scales of the mixture are easily pulverized. The odor of 
iodoform is wholly absent; only a mildly aromatic and not unpleas- 
ant smell of tar is perceived, and a trace of liquid storax destroys 
this, It is used with success in the treatment of soft sores as a 
dressing, slso after opening supurating buboes, and in gummy 
tumors and ulcers of the leg Only profuse secretions will devel- 
op the odor of iodoform.—/nd. Med. Four. 


In Alabama, a black negro girl about eighteen years old, has , 


given birth to twins at seven months, one of which is as “ black 
as the ace of spades,” and the other as white as any white child 
her medical attendant ever saw. This is as puzzling as the case 
recently reported, in which a beautiful young woman with a tinge 
of negro blood so slight as to be imperceptible, married an unsus- 
pecting white gentleman, and in due time presented him with a 
black baby. 


Canadol as an Anesthetic.—The substance named is a hy- 
drocarbon distilled from American naphtha. It is transparent, 
volatile, insoluble in water and alcohol, and has a benzine like 
odour. When applied to the surface of the body it produces a 
limited reduction of temperature, and an anesthesia which is said 
to be complete in sixty seconds. It is recommended for the pain- 
less performance of minor operations by Dr. Plionchkine in the 
Rev. d. Therap. Med.- Chirurg. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 


The Anesthetic Revelation.— Within a few years it has been 
cdliscovered that sulphuric ether often produces a most singu ar ef- 
fect on the mind of the patient or experimenter who has inhaled 
it, giving rise to what has been called the “ Anesthetic Revela- 
tion.” Just as the experimenter recovers from the anesthetic, 
and before wide-awake consciousness fully returns, he has an in- 
tense perception of what seems to him at the time the philosphic 
secret of existeace—the true explanation of the universe. This’ 
singular impression, though intense, does not last long, and in 
spite of the subject’s strongest effort to carry the revelation out 
into wide-awake consciousness, he finds himself unable to do so, 
but is left full of awe by his strange experience, and wonder at 
the nearness of the solution which for so many ages has been 
sought so far a field. The present briefaccount has been gathered 
from the literature of the subject, which grows yearly. Mr. Benj. 
Paul Blood, of Amsterdam, N. Y., the discoverer of the phenome- 
non, originally made it known to psychologists in a pamphlet en- 
titled Zhe Anesthetic Revelation, and he has since discussed its 
philosophical bearings in the Fournal of Speculative Philosophy, 
Jan., 1886. The most scientific account appears in the Zherapeu- 
tic Gazette, for August, 1886, where Lr. Geo. E. Shoemaker, of 
Philadelphia, relates his “ Recollections After Ether-Inhalations.” 
Mind discusses it in vol. iv, p. 345, and vol. vii, p 206. Dr. Oliver 
Wendell Homes mentions the experiment in his ‘“‘ Mechanism of 
Mind and Morals” (p. 46). A letter from the poet Tennyson con- 
cerning his own experience has recently reached the press; and 
valuable newspaper accounts of the phenomenon may be found in 
the 7ribune, September 3, 1886; the Lvening Post, October 30, 
1886, and the Utica Herald, September, 15, 1886. 

The abstract, philosophic nature of the ether dream (says a 
writer in Zhe Open Court) gives it a special interest to students 
of philosophy and pyschology. By its intensely specific character 
it differs entirely from the opium or hashish hallucination. The 
opium-eater may dream of a thousand different things; but the 
ether patient invariably has one fixed impression, a belief that the 
ultimate secret and explanation of existence stands revealed to him 
as finite knowledge never has and never could revealit. The sin- 
gular thing is that this impression may happen to a man who has 
never given one thought to philosophy, and whose mind there- 
fore is devoid of materials for this impression. This fact, and the 
specific likeness of the effect of the ether on all who have made 
the experiment, has led some psychologists to declare the impos- 
sibility of considering the phenomenon a dream, and to claim 
place for it as genuine philosphic insight. Further and more ac- 
curate experimenting will throw clearer light on what is one of 
the most remarkable discoveries known to modern pscychology. 


—. Y. Medical Times. 
Causes of Fire.—In regard to spontaneous combustion, the 
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fires of the year in Boston have furnisned some new observations 
of considerable importance. In one case, says the American Ar- 
chitect, a quantity of feather dust in a bedding manufactory took 
fire without apparent reason. It was found, however, that a piece 
of thick glass had been lying on the ferthers, and the sun’s rays, 
concentrated in some way by the glass, had set fire to them, al- 
though the day was a cold one in the month of March. In an- 
other case, a number of tarpaulin hats were lying, packed to- 
gether, in a window. The high temperature, with, perhaps, the 
c ose packing of the hats, caused them to burst into a blaze. Two 
other fires were caused by putting paraffne paper, such as candy 
is wrapped in, into a refuse barrel which contained a little saw- 
dust; and a third, which destroyed twenty thousand dollars worth 
of prcperty, was occasioned by putting greasy paper, which had 
been used to wrap lunches in, into a wooden refuse barrel, which 
contained some sawdust and sweepings.— Science. 


One of the interesting features of the approaching French ex- 
hibition is to be a model of the earth, made on the scale of one- 
millionth. It is to be accurately constructed, and will rotate on 
its axis. Even on this scale it will be an enormous object, nearly 
21 feet in diameter.— Scientific American. 


A Toad in Solid Coal.—The correspondent of the Colliery 


Guardian reports a case which, if true, must be interesting to ge- 
ologists. In the Coleford district of the Forest of Dean a small 
colliery has been opened, and while a collier was engaged in 
breaking up a fall of block coal, he found a toad in the centre. It 
seemed firmly embedded in the coal, and it was alive. Its form 
was imprinted upon the face of the mineral, and the animal is still 
living The incideat has occasioned much interest in the neigh- 
borhood.—Sctentific Americay. 


A Correspondent of the Army and Navy Fournal asks: 
“ What is the longest piece of ordnance thas has ever been suc- 
cessfully fired ?” and receives the following answer: “If you 
include in the term ordnance everything that carries a projectile, 
we should answer fourteen miles. Thisis the straight tube con- 
veying natural gas from Murrayville to Pittsburg. To clear this 
out, a projectile known as the ‘gum ball’ wes inserted in the end 
at.the gas well, closely fitting the interior. The gas was then 
turned on full force and the gum ball fired its full length, coming 
out the further end in a few minutes.” — Scientific American. 


The Longest Tangent in the World.—The new Argentine 
Pacific Railroad from Buenos Ayres to the foot of Andes has on 
it what is proably the longest tangent in the world. This. is 340 
kilometers (211 miies) without acurve. In this distance there is 
not a single bridge and no opening !arger than an ordinary culvert, 
no cut greater than one meter in depth, and no fill of a height ex- 
ceeding one meter. There is almost an entire absence of wood 
on the plain across which the western end of the road is located. 
This has led to the extensive use of metallic ties, which will be 
employed on nearly the entire road —Scéentific American. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULAE. 


Diarrhoea.—In a case of obstinate diarrhoea in a child Dr. 
Reynolds (Medical and Surgical Reporter) after failure of a 
number of remedies says: I now ordered cloths wrung out of hot 
water to be applied to the abdomen, and the following prescrip- 
tion to be used: 


a> UN NN cs ies aia ee hea one se mash weed gr. iss, 
Lk ope DOE EEE OET EE De EOE Ee ORT. UR Tay: gtt. x, 
i, WEE RAMEE inc cbs desc decite ae cadens f & ii, « 
TI ig Saws Ve Gu hieas Go eews q. s. ad f 3 j. 


M. Sig.—A teaspoonful once in three hours. 


I also ordered small powders of pepsin and ingluvin to be given 
after each time the baby took its nourishment. August 2, I found 
the temperature 101°, the bowels free from gas, and that only four 
movements of the bowels had taken place since I last saw it, 
while all the symptoms showed improvement. The last prescrip- 
tion was now given only one in four hours, and a few drops of 
brandy were given between the doses, so that the infant got a 
little stimulant once in two hours. I also gave 4% grain of quinie 
sulph. once in four hours. August 3, I found the child’s tempera- 
ture normal; that it had only two discharges from the bowels in 
twenty-four hours; that its mouth and tongue were becoming 
moist, and that it was showing an inclination for food. I there- 
fore discontinued the quinine and pepsin. On the next day find- 
ing my patient still improving. I prescribed a tonic of cinchona 
and iron, to be continued for several days, and the child has now 
made a perfect recovery. 


Treatment of Comedones.—After I had administered ether 
to a patient who was greatly affected with comedones, I noticed 
that they were easily pressed out, due, perhaps, to the solvent 
properties of ether on these greasy concretions. I resolved to 
give the ether treatment a fair trial. I used the following on sev- 
eral cases with gratifying results: 


ee ee errs Pere trina care Pree ie ai 
ne AS aaa ne Pwo ee ar 3); 
MI ca oi 0-5 5 ova kin md ahaa anne oy AAA ree we gr. XX, 
Water, 10 RAKE... = obs oh ekeciy sian his wvuaa wae is ad 3 ij. 
M. 


Apply twice aday. The carbonate of ammonia, with the grease 
fonrs a soap. The boracic acid acts as an antiseptic, and the 
ether as a solvent—Medical Anatlectic. 


Substitute for Cod-Liver Oil.—The following combination 
is highly recommended by Lamande for delicate stomachs which 


refuse cod-liver oil: 
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Bi ON Shah ened Sk ano ¥ Ko Os Se Voding a Wen’ 3 x, 
MN RE Sido ik sao ob 5 bn eR 6 BG.9 0 Re ROE H ED 3 $8, 
he eee rete ere TT grs. xij. 


M. Sig.—A teaspoonful fifteen minutes before meals— Gazette 
Medicale. 


Pomade Against Neuralgia —(Medical Age.) 


i ps sis oalt es cag dive ba ree Dawes Kee 0S gr. Xv, 
(ESET SENT CT COREY TEE ENC ETS gr. Vv, 
Hydrate of cs eee Giana ales Hoe gr. iij, 
NN aah nd Seed 649 4 05> Kee d eB Sw AS 39's 55, 54. 

M. 

Tetanus.— 

ie NN UII 6s 5 55 ad so we de kd vias 60 008 s5 3 iij, 
NS ETE EEL LET TEETER Pe 3 iij, 
ee a tae Th sa due dra F3 ij 


M. Sjg.—A teaspoonful every half-hour —Dr. Eliot in Medi- 
cal and Surgical Reporter. 


Epilepsy.—( Medical and Surgical Reporter.) 


ae eS BE Si nts Cad led's'a te #84 3.0 49 Oe 3 i, 
Sodii brom........ PIE Bes clued Se Sn tee kOe ela Wigs ¥ i, 
NIE PERE Te ON OLE LEE TEES OE fz 8S, 
ER CR Seah gt oy nearing pre q. s. ad f 3 vj. 


M. Sig. —Teaspoonful after each meal. To be increased. 
Whooping Cough.—( Medical World.) 


BR. Atropimsylphat.........5....... Lewy WARS gr XVj, 
ky pa dsc'a deans smad sn ie 3 i, 
Sy. totulani,..... AHS Pe Tee De ere ee ee 3) 
PUNE gtk nts by vince ss bie kaanee's 3 ij. 

One teaspoonful every one to three hours. 

ey, III 50h 5 Apps La cin Mew awe Napieniee saa gr. iv, 
EAS COs gpd vain eens odabear yr sy eed gr. 4,’ 
NU a's chs edb s ceeded 4s ses Nobee m Xv, 
ae ee iene eae > en he DEN gene 3 ij. 

Every four hours. For childrer. over four in whooping cough. 

Pleurisy.— 

Be EN a wigs vines eis We pakene cee ey hha eae gr. Ixxx, 
MN Cini wah wae enh sue euWen ns gen = 3. 

NT Oo 5o's'oo 5h k a ninad joss eacian see 3 ij, 
NTIS nS tba rite hc Ave ae a enh dae 3 viij. 
One tablespoonful three times a day. _ In chronic pleurisy.—Zé. 

Pneumonia.— 

Were II aia Sig Sees dekh phe legs Keb dew 
ee pert err tee a eee aa mt XVj, 
PT ino Ged ve daca oS ate Wikkiteackrs ob Se eben 3 ij. 


One teaspoonful every hour.—/é, 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS, 


Our JouRNAL.—The present number closes the 18th volume of this journal. 
Since 1870 the editors have diligently labored to promote the medical litera- 
tuae of our section; to advance the progress of medical science, to maintain 
the honor of the profession and to aid and benefit the busy practitioner. That 
we have succeeded in a good degree, at least in all these points, we have abun- 
dant testimony in the continued success of the REcorD, and in the kind and 
encouraging words that mark the correspondence that comes up from all parts 
of the country. The 19th volume will commence with the January number 
1889, and will in no respect be permitted to fall below its former efficiency and 
excellence. Indeed it will be the constant aim of the editors to increase the 
interest and practical usefulness of the RECORD in all departments, and to make 
it more and more the favorite of the busy practitioner. Let our friends write for 
us, talk for us and aid us in extending our circulation, and by so doing, enable us 
the better to improve the REcorD, thus benefiting themselves while helping 
us in advancing the medical progress and literature of our section. 


Don’r Stop Your JOURNAL —It is a bad plan to stop a journal which for 
years you have been taking. Even though you decide to subscribe for another, 
don’t drop THe Recor», which like and old friend and companion, has visited 
your home for years, it may be, telling you all the interesting facts connected 
with the progress of the profession, and often giving you suggestions which, in 
times of difficulty and doubt, have greatly aided and comforted you—sugges- 
tions which will go with you through life and worth ten times the paltry sum 
which the REcorD costs you. Even though you may have decided to retire from 
the practice you should continue to take and read the Recorp. It will be a 
satisfaction to you to keep up with the progress of the profession after you have 
retired. As a mattér of information and interest it will repay you, and should 
circumstances require you to go back to the practice, as will probably be the 
case, you will be up an ready to resume the duties of the profession. 


Hypnotism is now attracting much attention‘ especially in France. It must 
also come into extensive use in this country. More than at any previous age 
of the world the power of mental impression, and the influence of the nervous 
system are beginning to be understood and appreciated by the profession. In 
this number of our Journal may be seen an interesting selection relative to the 
relief of a number of cases of dysmenorrhea by what is called suggestion to 
the hypnotic. As far back as 1883 the managing editor of this journal taught in 
his lectures atthe Southern Medical College the power of mental impression as 
shown in mesmerism, which is but another name for the phenomena now 
called hypnotis:n, and which has been recently so prominently brought before 
the profession by Charcot, of Paris. 

For a long time it had been customary with the profession to ridicule mes 

erism as a humbug and a delusion, but now it is everywhere acknowledged to 





: Oe hepa a nn 
ra an 








Oe 


476 SouTHERN Mepicat Record. 
be a truth, and one which is fraught with great possibilities of good or evil. In 
a paper read before the Medical Association of Georgia in April 1887, with 
title of Duality of the Brain—A Theory of Mind Reading and Slate 
Writing. Dr. Word, the editor of the SourHERN MEDICAL RECOR», pro- 
mulgated a theory upon this subject which presents many plausible points in 
connection with these mysterious, nervous phenomena. Since the publication 
of this paper many contributions have appeared on hypnotism from German 
and French experts, and a few in America. The late Richard Proctor a short 
while before his death, wrote a paper advancing views on the double action of 
the brain almost identical with tbose expressed by Dr. Word in the paper re- 
ferred to, From 80 to go per cent. of persons experimented upon appear to be 
susceptible to the influence of mesmcrism or hypnotism and when brought 
under the influence may be relieved by suggestion, as it is called, of almost any 
nervous disease, as of neuralgia; nervous headache, and such functional disord- 
ers as may be largely due to nervous derangements. Suggestion simply means a 
confident statement to the hypnotized patient that he is weil, or will be relieved 
ata given time. If the disease is periodical it will only be necessary to say to 
the patient that when the next period arrives for a return of the malady it will 
not appear as usual, but that he-will be perfectly free from the attack. 

The power of hypnotism should not be exercised for trivial purposes and the 
time will come when it will be necessary to impose legal restriction upon its ex- 
cise. For it has been proven that suggestions for evil are as potent as sugges- 
tions for good, and hence such a power may be abused by unprincipled parties 
to the injury and even to the ruin of those who may come under their influ- 
ence. Females are more subject to the mesmeric influence than males, and 
children under twelve or fourteen years most so. We doubt not that within a 
few years time hypnotism will attract great attention in the medical world, and 
under proper restraints and protection will be extensively practiced, and will 
constitute an agency of great and unprecedent power in the treatment of ner- 





vous affections. 
LAWLESS LIBERTY. 


MOoRALLY AND PHYSICALLY CONSIDERED. 


A fine American writer has said that “the existing evil in our country of 
youthful rebellion against all wholesome authority, is now universally felt and 
complained of throughout the land, and that an antagonistic spirit seems to be 
aroused the moment any restraining influence is excercised.” He also remark- 
ed that the great want of deference to elders, refusal to heed their words of 
wise counsel and the absence for veneration of grey hairs, are commented up- 
on by all intelligent foreigners visiting our country—even by the Chinese and 
Japanese whom we call heathens. 

That domestic, social, legal, commercial, and political insubordination to 
right-doing, does exist all over our country to a fearful extent, no intelligent 
person can deny. Itis indeed a great scourge, and is infecting our whole mor- 
al economy with a blight so baleful fn its influence, it is already deeply felt to 
the sorrow of our homes, the disgust of our communities, the dishonor of many 
public organizations, and the grave apprehension of the nation itself. What its 
effect upon the coming generation will be is fearful, to comtemplate... 
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This lawless latitude of principle and action, this license to follow one’s own 
devices, and to accomplish one’s own unrighteous ends, is called liberty—a 
shameful perversion and desecration of one of the grandest and most signifi- 
cant words in our language. 

A wise and distinguished citizen of our country, whose name I car.not now 
recall, publicly declared that he would prefer his son should learn self-contro! 
and obedience without any other education, than to have all the learning of 
colleges and universities, with these most important and nobly restraining influ- 
ences left out of his training and instruction. Obedience to a superior power, 
superior in its quality as well as its ability, is the first salutary law of the uni- 
verse; it is the bugle note that calls for order and unity in the ranks of the peo- 
ple, and is the watchword in happy, well regulated and wisely-governed homes, 
which homes, as has been so often said, are after all the bulwarks of the nation. 
Prompt and willing obedience to what we might call the law of principle, and 
the rigid observance of its rules in all places and under all circumstances, is the 
only way in which to wisely train the youth of a nation and this obedience is 
just as incumbent upon men in all departments of life as it is upon the boys who 
come after them. 

The results of lawless liberty in thought, word, method or action, when 
broadly and thoughtfully considered, are absolutely appalling, and they are so 
pregnant with pernicious and unlimited diffusion, volumes could be written 
—possibilities for evil, shame, sorrow, dishonor, and utter ruin to body and 


soul. j 
The damage to moral character which this disposition to throw off all right- 


evus restraint brings about, is apparent to men of only ordinary intelligence; 
but even some physicians do not seem to consider the fact that not only mor- 
ality, but pure and undefiled religion in our daily and hourly life, is absolutely 
essential to the attainment and _ preservation of perfect physical 
and mental health in their most’ possible vigor, symetry. and 
beauty, as designed by the Creator of all good. Doctors of medi- 
cine should indeed be the oracles in everything that pertains to that grand tem- 
ple of the mind and soul which we call the body. ‘To truly fill this high office, 
they know they must study the results of indulgence in every phase of moral 
and mental emotion, and the condition of home, social and public environments 
as effecting physical health and long life, as well as the philosophy of meteria 
medica, etc. The true skilled physician now feels that he is constrained by 
his very office to lift up his voice so as to be heard all over the land in strong 
condemnation of all vice, immorality, indulgence in every unrighteous taste 
and emotion, and license to sin of every kind, because he knows that all these 
are surely destructive to health and length of life, to the conservation of a pure 
and wholesome social system, to the happiness and important influence of the 
homes of the people and to the strength and security of the nation. T. S. P. 


P. BLAKEsTON & Son VisiTING List 1889. Thirty-eighth year of its pub- 
lication. Successors to Lindsay & Blakeston, 1012 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 
Very conveniently arranged for accounts and memoranda. Contains Mar- 
shall Hall’s method in asphyxia, urinary tests, French and decimal system of 
weights and measures, dose taflle, new remedies, Posological table, examina- 
tion of urine, Sylvester’s method artificial respiration, ete. Price $1.00 to $3. 
according to size. 
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EDITORIAL BREVITIES. 


THE advertisement of Parke, Davis & Co., on fourth cover page, is an inter'- 
esting one and will repay perusal. 


Bryce’s Visitine List AND Pocket Recorp.—Good for any month or 
year. Edited and published by C. A. Bryce, M. D., Editor Southern Clinic 
author of Medical Advice to Young Men. Southern Clinic print, Richmond’ 
Va. Price $100, 1888. Contains poisons and antidotes, examination of 
urine, metric system, incompatibles, rules for doses, new remedies, dose list, etc: 
This is a cheap, neat and very convenient pocket record for a physician. 


WE invite special attention to the advertisement of Lehn & Fink, commencing 
in this number of our journal. There Papain or new vegatable pepsin is favor- 
ably mentioned by members of the profession, and so is their extract of malt 
and aromatic tinct. of iron. 


INEBRIATE ASYLUM IN GEORGIA.—We learn that the committee appointed 
to report upon the subject of an Inebriate Asylum in Georgia, have reported 
favorably, and there is a strong probability that the Legislature of Georgia will 
take tavorable action in the matter at its present session. Wethink the meas- 
ure would meet with the approval of a majority of the people, and certainly of 
almost the entire medical profession; for it is now conceded by medical men 
everywhere, that drunkenness, in certain of its phases, is a disease demanding 
seclusion, freedom from temptation, strict hygienic regulation and skilled treat- 
ment for its cure. 


MeEpicaL News VisiTINnG List 1889." Lea Brothers & Co., Philadelphia. 
This is excellently and admirably arranged for m*moranda of accounts, etc. 
Contains table for ascertaining day of confinement. Thermometric scales,mteric 
system, weights and measures, examination of urine, disinfectants, remedies in 
use, incompatibles, artificial respiration, poison antidotes, table of doses, thera- 
peutic table, etc., etc. 


LAXATIVE IN CHILDBED—INFORMATION WANTED.—A medical friend 
wants to know what is the best and safest laxative to open the bowels after de- 
livery. How long should we wait before moving the bowels, and what purga- 
tive is most desirable? Itis often.a quesiion, after severe labor, whether or 
not a purgative on the 2d or 3d day, as usually prescribed, will not do more 
harm than good. The disturbance of the. woman before she is sufficiently 
strong, and the danger of affecting the milk so as to injure the babe are factors 
that enter into the subject... We hope that our subscribers, a few of them. at 
least, will respond to this important and practical inquiry. Let everyone who 
knows any formula or remedy especially adapted to the opening of the bowels 

in childbed, send it to us and we will place it in the Recorp for the benefit of 
the profession. 

Recerprev—1888—.Drs. J. B. Price, Z. T. Young, A. H. ee i d- C. 
Kerr, T. M. Battey, J. M. MceMichal, W. A. Dobbs, F. H. Davis, L. L. 
Clement, 

1889.—Drs. J. S. Horseley, C. S. Merrick, L. H. Hill. to July; J. H. Henry, 


to July; R. L. Moody, James Nesbit, K. L, Thornton, Wm. Meeks, J. W. 
Nelms. 


1887.—T. J. Brasher, Robt. Phelps, R. R. Salter, T. L. Christian; M. E. 


Meggs. 
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BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 
Second Annual Report of the State Board of Health, and vival statistics of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Transmitted to the Governor Dec. 1, 

1886. Harrisburg. Edwin R. Meyers. 1887. 

This is, we believe, the largest and most elaborate report published in any of 
the states relating to sanitary subjects. It contains much practical and valua- 
ble information connected with the “sanitary condition of cities and towns,” 
“epidemics and special sources of diseases,” ‘“quuarantine and disinfections,” 
numerous papers on hygienic topics, “ geographical disinfection of consump- 
tion and malarial diseases,” “laws and decisions relating to public health,” 
moruary tables, etc., etc. Neatly gotten out in cloth and containing 1058 large 
Oc. pages. 


Treatise on the diseases of women for the use of students and practitioners- 
By Alexander J. C. Skene, M. D, Professor of Gynecology in the Long 
Island College Hospital, Brooklyn, N. Y., formefly Professor of Gynecolo- 
gy.in the New York Post Graduate Medical School, Gynecologist to the 
Long Island College Hospital, President of the American Gynecological So- 
ciety 1887, Corresponding member of the British, Boston and Detroit Gyne- 
cological Societies, Fellow of the New York Academy of Medicine, etc., 
etc. With 251 engravings and g chromo-lithographs, New York. D. Ap- 
pleton & Co. 1888, 

In the above we have a very able as well as a large and comprehensive work 
of 966 octavo pages, embracing every important subject connected with gyne- 
cology. The subjects described are illustrated with typical and complicated 
cases many of which are drawn from the practice of the author. Space has 
not been wasted on the discussion of unsettled questions,and practical rather than 
theoretical views have been given. The type is bold and neat, and the illustra- 
tions are admirable. The work is adapted to the wants both of the student 
and practitioner, and he has presented in operative procedures the ‘latest and 
most improved methods. It_is certainly a very instructive and desirable work 
on Gynecology.” For the present we are,informed that it is sold only by sub- 
scription. Competent canvassers can secure agencies by applying to Mr. T. 
K. Oglesby, manager for J). Appleton & Co., Atlanta, Ga. 

Table Talk, January Number, 1888 —Devoted to the needs of A nerican 


households. Published in Philadelphia, Forty pages, double column, In- 
teresting, varied and instructive. ‘ferms $1.00 per annnm. 


Address on Rhinology.—The President’s address before the Am-rican Rhi- 
nological Association. By Carl H. von Klein, A. M., M. D., ot Dayton» 
Ohio. Delivered at the annual mee'ing, Cincinnati, Ohio, September 12, 13 
and 14, 1888, 


The October number of The International Journal of Surgery and An- 
tiseptics containg an excelient_likeness of,the late Dr. C. R. Agnew, of New 
York. The subscription of the Journal is $1.00.a year. Single copy 30 cents. 
Dr. F, King, Manager, P, Q. Box 587, New York, 
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SPECIAL NOTES. 


Vehicle For Administering Quinine, Ete.—Messrs. Parke, Davis & Co. are 
ever studying the interest and convenience of the members of the medical pro- 
fession. As the competitors of Homceopathic pellets, and in defference to the 
delicacy and fastidiousness of many of our patients, it behooves us to make our 
medicines as palatable as possible. The Syrup of Yerba Santa Aromatic as 
prepared by Parke, Davis & Co, of Detroit, Michigan, is recommended as an 
admirable vehicle for the cloaking of nauseous and bitter remedies. 


Wm, B. Warner & Co., the well known wholesale druggist and manufacturing 
chemists of Philadelphia, have attained a world wide reputation. They have 
obtained no less than ten world’s fair medals. The great New Orleans exposi- 
tion gave them a gold medal for quick solubity and uniformity of their sugar 
coated preparations, and the great Paris exposition awarded them the Vermeel 
medal for superiority. ; 


Have been using TONGALINE in my practice for the past two years, and it 
has proved so satisfactory I should not know how to treat rheumatism or neu- 
ralgia without it. J. M. BENDER, M. D., Oakland, Iowa. 


Lambert Pharmacal Co.—This excellent house have put before the profession 
some admirable preparations: Their antiseptic knownas Listerine is deservedly - 
popular, not only as a local application atter surgical operations and as a puri- 
fying agent in sick rooms, etc., but is also useful as an internal remedy. Their 
Lithiated Hydrogen is also a prime remedy. See their advertisement on third 
cover page of this journal. 


Fairchild Brothers & Foster have obtained deserved reputation in their Pepsin 
Preparations. Most pepsins are variable in strength and uncertain in action. 
We have not found it the case with Fairchild’s pepsin. His Peptogenic pow- 
ders have proven a wonderful success in the nourishing of children deprived of 
the breast, or suffering with indigestion, summer complaints, etc. 

Bowmanstown, Carbon county, Pa. 

I frequently prescribe Celerina when I want to use a reliable compound of 
celery and coca, and the prescription has given me satisfaction in its results as 
a nerve-tonic in many cases. Yours very truly, 

C. H. HUGHES, M. D. 

Lecturer on Psychiiatry and Neurology, Post-Graduate Faculty, St. Louis 
Medical College, Editor Alienigt and Neurologist, etc. 


Sharp & Dohme, of Baltimore, prepare most beautiful and reliable prepara- 
tions. Their,"hypodermic tablets, their gelatine and sugar-coated pills and 
granules, their solid and fluid extracts, syrups, lozenges, trituates, and indeed 
all their numerous preparations, are excellent and reliable. See their adver 
tisement on second cover page. 


Lactopeptine.—Of all agents employed to aid digestion Lactopeptine has 
the reputation of being the most reliable and active. In Cholera Infantum it 
is considered a specific by the most eminent and successful practitioners, and 
they freely express to us their opinion, that they rely upon it altogether in the 
Summer Diarrhcea of children. 











